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Summer has finally returned and it’s 

time to get those pins out. Be excited 

folks because it’s gearing up to be one 

of our busiest. 

In this issue, we uncover not only the 

things you MUST DO, but ways to take you 

deeper into the soul of the Bunbury 

Geographe #BG. 

From pushing your limits at an adventure 

challenge, unwinding at a summer film 

festival, partying like there is no 

tomorrow at a beach concert, putting 

your lips around a crisp cider, to 

entertaining the kids on what feels 

like endless school holidays, we have 

everything you need for a fab summer in 

Bunbury Geographe.

SEE THE #BG 
THIS SUMMER

Cover images: 
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ADD ACTION TO YOUR SUMMER
Sporting Fevr: we love sport in the BG - on land, on water, for 

youg, for old, for all. Bring it on! 

10 big sporting events that will

1 SPORT IS BETTER 
PLAYED ON THE BEACH
The Australian Beach Games (ABG) 
is an exciting new multisport festival 
that will bring together sports 
played on and around the beach, 
entertainment and lifestyle over one 
mammoth weekend in five states across 
Australia. Bunbury will host the 2018 
ABG WA Championships from 9-11 
February. It’s an action packed weekend, 
with teams, individuals, clubs, families 
and schools participating in 15+ sporting 
events. The event will also draw 
significant national and international 
players - stay tuned for deets. 

Spectators are not forgotten with a 
Health and Lifestyle village including food 
truck carnival combined with a unique 
beach festival of sport, music, and 
wellbeing. Afterwards, party away with 
a live concert from some of Australia’s 
leading artists and DJs!

2 HIT THE WATER
Optus has partnered with Swimming 
Australia to introduce Australia Swims, a 
campaign created to encourage all 
Australians to celebrate their love for 
water this January. Bunbury will join in 
the celebration on 20 & 21 January with 
the Optus Junior Dolphin Carnival. Day 
one will begin at the South West Sports 
Centre (10am-4pm). On the Sunday, we 
will head to the beach at Koombana Bay 
(10am-3.30pm). Stay tuned - an 
Australian swimming star will lead the 
proceedings. 

4 RUN LIKE THE WIND
See our state’s best junior athletics run 
like the wind at the State Country 
Championships of Little Athletics. Held at 
Hay Park, Bunbury from 26 to 28 January 
2018, the event will feature about 500 
junior athletes aged between 5 and 16 
years. Participants and visitors will come 
from as far afield as Broome, Geraldton, 
Esperance and the Goldfields.

3 CHALLENGE THE SEA
The Bunbury and Return Ocean Race hits 
Platinum. On Friday 23 February 2018, 
sailors will celebrate the 70th anniversary
of this prestigious off-shore racing event.   
The 170 nautical miles race starts at 
Port Fremantle and takes the fleet to 
Koombana Bay, Bunbury. They lap the bay 
before returning home. All yachts carry 
tracking devices which allow anyone to 
watch the race online or on their mobile 
device. Part of the 41st Farrawa Cup
Series and ORWA Blue Water Series.

BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM 
PERTH GLORY STYLE
Perth Glory Women will take on 
Canberra United at Hay Park, Bunbury 
on 20 January. The team is set to include 
stars such as Sam Kerr, one of the top 
women footballers in the world! In 
addition to Perth Glory she also plays 
for the Matilda’s and is currently the all-
time leading scorer in the league. The 
weekend will also include community 
engagement programs and free junior 
soccer clinics.

5

Volleyball at Koombana 
BayKoombana Bay Sailing Club, 

Perth Glory - Sam Kerr, Little 
Athletics WA
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A D V E N T U R E  &  A C T I O N

be excited

KOOMBANA BAY CRITERIUM 
CYCLING RACE
The Koombana Super Criterium Cycling Race is a new 
event to burn your legs with great views. Hosted by 
the South West Cycle Club, the race is part of The Ring 
- Summer Criterium series. The circuit is a flat 900m 
course, plus a hot 500m circuit, with spectators having 
uninterrupted views of the action. Starting at 7.30am on 
4 February from Koombana Bay. 

MTB WITH THE WORLD’S BEST  
Hang-out and learn from the world’s best at Western 
Australia’s acclaimed private mountain bike park. On the 
10 December, Linga Longa near Balingup will host 2017 
Enduro World Series winner, Sam Hill. Sam loves this 
venue - he should, as he provided guidance on its 
development. This is an exclusive event with only 15 
spots available. Fully catered and shuttles available. 
None of that pushing up lark. More runs = more fun.

CHALLENGE YOURSELF

SWIM THE OPEN WATER
The Open Water Swimming Series descends on Harvey Dam near Harvey on 13 January. 
With beautiful fresh water, no currents (who want’s to work harder than they should), 
Harvey Dam will be the perfect introduction to open water swimming for swimmers at all 
levels. With 500m, 1.25km, 2.5km, and 5km distances, there’s an opportunity for everyone 
to find their challenge! Competitive swimmers can use this round as preparation for the 
Swimming Australia Limited Open Water Swimming National Championships. Finish 
with a medal presentation in the beautiful Harvey Dam Amphitheatre and a free BBQ 
thanks to Alcoa.

SUFFERFEST TRIATHLON
Get ready to suffer at Bunbury’s Sufferfest Triathlon, 
9-11 February. The Sufferfest Series 2017-18 is a 
professional endurance series with nine separate events 
across three states of Australia, including Rotto and 
Cottesloe stages. It includes triathlon, swimming and 
running events over a fun-packed weekend. No matter 
your age, Sufferfest is open to you. 

BE A PART OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES
The Gold Coast Commonwealth Games Queens Baton 
Relay Celebrations are coming to Bunbury on the 23 
February 2018. 

This is your chance to view our local runners/walkers 
carrying the Baton through the streets. Bunbury’s Cathie 
Broome and Yvette Williamson are two of about 3,800 
Australians chosen to carry the Queen’s Baton on its 
100-day journey across the nation in the lead-up to the 
Gold Coast Games. 

The celebrations with culminate with a community 
event at the Graham Bricknell Music Shell. 
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A PLACE 
FOR CULTURE 

VULTURES

JALBROOK WINE, WOMEN & 
SONG
Get your tickets to Wine, Women & 
Song, an evening with the South West 
Opera Ensemble on 17 February 2018. 
A night under the stars in the beautiful 
Rose Garden at Balingup’s Jalbrook 
Estate - Cottages, Alpacas and Function 
Venue including a complimentary glass 
of bubbles on arrival. From 7.30pm to 
11pm. Tickets can be purchased directly 
from Jalbrook by calling (08) 9764 1616. 
A return bus service is available.

WHY NOT? BEACH PARTY
The famous Why Not? Beach Party is 
back for 2018, returning to the 
beautiful new Koombana Bay foreshore.  
This free beachside concert will feature 
some of Australia's leading musical 
talent. 23 February 2018. 7pm to 12am.

11. 
SEE A LIVE CONCERT 
UNDER THE STARS OR 
AT THE BEACH, OR 
BOTH! 

PARTY ON THE BEACH WITH 
JON STEVENS
The best place for a concert in Bunbury 
has to be Jetty Baths Beach. Twice a 
year, Vat 2 hosts Live at the Beach.
This February  16th, Jon Stevens 
(former singer of INXS and Noiseworks) 
will rock the beach with special guests 
Australia’s ultimate CCR tribute band 
Proud Mary. Tickets are $90 per person 
– concert only. BYO food, or feel free to 
order their deluxe hamper, feeding two
people for $70.

STIRLING COTTAGE CONCERT
Enjoy a live concert under the stars 
in the beautiful gardens surrounding 
Stirling Cottage in Harvey on Sunday 
18 February. The concert will feature 
bluegrass band ‘Moonshine Stills’. Starts 
at 4.300pm. 

12. 
SWEET SOUNDS 
WITH GOOD 
NIGHTS
Sick of mainstream 
concerts? Let us
introduce you to Always 
Good Nights - the host of 
incredible live gigs across 
Bunbury Geographe in 
unique and alternative 
venues. From an unused 
warehouse to little old 
church in the middle of 
nowhere, to an inner CBD 
rooftop, Good Nights is 
all about people coming 
together to listen to fab 
music in a casual, relaxed 
atmosphere. Each venue 
is different, but many 
involve bringing your own 
drinks, snacks, and a 
comfy seat. As a result, 
tickets prices are 
extremely reasonable.  
Always Good Nights will 
release their 2018 Janu-
ary-June Program on 16 
December, with their first 
concert on the 21 January.
There are always, good 
nights. 

C O N C E R T S  &  C U LT U R E

 be entertained

Have you resolved to increase your 
intake of Arts & Culture? Read on! From 

legend singers, enormous mind-blowing art, 
to Shakespeare among the vines; 

here’s where to start.
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13.THE 12TH NIGHT 
AMONG THE VINES
On 6 January, Saint Aidan Wines 
present their annual Shakespeare 
in the Vines. This year, will take you on 
a joyful ride, as Saint Aidan’s 
transforms into the magical land of 
Illyria in Shakespeare’s beautiful tale of 
unrequited love and the high spirit of 
clever comedy, Twelfth Night. Bring a 
picnic rug or low rise chair and enjoy a 
hamper and wine on their manicured 
lawns during the performance. Tickets 
$47.5 for Adults/ $27.5 Children 16 and 
under, Children under 5 free.

14. MURDER MYSTERY
The Bunbury Repertory Club returns to 
the Little Theatre Eaton for a loving 
critique of a comic murder mystery - 
Ken Ludwig’s, The Games A Foot. 
There’s a quick murder, a little bit of 
body-hiding, and a lot of slapstick 
comedy. Set in William Gillette’s 
Connecticut Castle, the play transports 
audiences to 1936 for a cast party that 
quickly turns deadly – and delightfully 
funny. 

Writer Ken Ludwig sets up both 
quick-witted jokes and an engrossing 
mystery. December 1, 2, 8 & 9 at 8pm, 
and a 2pm matinee on December 3. 
Tickets available online or at the door. 

15. BE ENTERTAINED
The talent and quality of productions are top notch at the Bunbury Regional 
Entertainment Centre (aka BREC). Our Top 4 picks for SUMMER are….

BREC International Summer Film Festival 2018  –  running across five weekends, 
from 11 January until 10 February 2018, BREC will unveil its selection of 
exceptional summer films. They include Ali’s Wedding, winner of the 2017 Cinefest Oz 
prize, from acclaimed director Yorgos Lanthimos comes thriller The Killing of a Sacred 
Deer starring Nicole Kidman or Let Yourself Go, winner of the 2017 Italian Golden 
Globe for Best Comedy, and more. 
Operation Ouch Live  – Straight from the UK, on 20 January TV’s favourite twin 
doctors, Dr Chris and Dr X of hit ABC Me children’s series Operation Ouch, have 
returned with incredible medical stunts and even crazier experiments! 

James Reyne  – it’s time for some 80s reminiscing with Reyne singing nothing but 
Australian Crawl, with possibly the best band on the planet on Sunday, 3 February.

BREC Youth Theatre Open Day -  BREC is on the lookout for a whole new generation of 
young theatre-makers! This is an amazing opportunity for anyone aged 15 to 25, who 
dreams of a creative life. You will create a new theatre production from scratch - meet 
and work with acclaimed professional theatre makers and perform onstage at the best 
performing arts centre in Australia! Sunday 3 December from 10.30am.

Before heading to a BREC show, start your night with a great meal - Yours or Mine 
BREC Special includes a main meal + drink for just $30. Or present your BREC Rewards 
card at nearby Mojo’s Restaurant for a fab discounted deal. 

Youth Theatre Open Day @BREC

16. 
REDISCOVER STREET ART
Pick up a copy of the Bunbury’s new ReDiscover and Outside the Box Street Art 
Map by Six Two Three Zero and discover the city from a different perspective. 

Bunbury is home to the largest collection of street and public art in regional 
Australia. Canvases are everywhere you look, spot everything from abstract, 
commissioned works, restaurant-themed façades and lots more. #BG loves the 
whimsical characters painted by leading WA artists on 20 electrical boxes scattered 
through the CBD. 

Add to your street-art love by touring the surrounding hinterland towns, 
particularly Capel which is covered with awesome community generated murals and 
public art or Harvey which has a fetish for mosaics.

James Reyne @BREC

C O N C E R T S  &  C U LT U R E

 be entertained

Grab a copy of the self-guided 
walking tour map by at 
visitbunburygeographe.com.
au or head to the Bunbury 
Visitor Centre. 
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ART AFFAIRS. 
BLOW YOUR MIND

*FAKEOLOGY 
OR BOGUS 

ARCHAEOLOGY

ARTAFICIONADOS - UNCOVER 
THE THE BREADTH AND DEPTH OF 
#BG’S ART SCENE! FROM TOURING  
EXHIBITIONS TO LOCAL CREATIVE 
TALENT. WITH HILLS AND SEA 
SURROUNDINGS, WHAT ARTIST 
WOULDN’T BE INSPIRED!

17. 
A SUMMER OF SENSATIONAL 
ART EXHIBITIONS AT BRAG 
Art Angel Editions, open until Sunday 7 January 2018, 
celebrates 15 years of the Turner Galleries Art Angels sponsored 
residencies in Perth, and showcases the entire suite of artworks 
created by artists who have participated in the program since 
2002. 

On #BG’s must-see list is Syndicate III (The Council) by Stuart 
Elliot featuring 10 two and a half metre high figurative 
sculptures which take their inspiration from chess pieces. The 
figures themselves are unsettling and enigmatic – almost 
monstrous. The stories behind these works are supported by 
Elliott’s philosophical approach of *fakeology or bogus 
archaeology and a suite of paintings which accompany the 
sculptures give some clues to the provenance of these figures. 
This exhibition is the third iteration of the Syndicate – a project 
developed by Lloyd Horn and a federation of like-minded 
philanthropists. Open until 4 February 2018. 

Also worth a look this summer - Cover Story, the latest 
exhibition from the South West Printmakers, and +Five: 
2017 ECU South West Graduate Exhibition. Both open until 21 
January 2018. 

18. 
SEE BIG SKYS & 
AUSTRALIA’S 
RICHEST ART 
PRIZE
This summer, don’t miss Big Sky Country 
at the Collie Art Gallery by leading WA 
artist Di Talyor from 17 November to 17 
December. 

Serious art folk will love Removing the 
Traces: Aspects of Abstraction from the 
Janet Holmes a Court Collection with 
works from the acclaimed Guy Grey-Smith, 
Howard Taylor, Monique Tippett, Ben 
Pushman, George Pitt Morison, Hildegarde 
Bassett, Rod Garlett and Revel Cooper. 

Calling talented artists - check out regional 
Australia’s richest art prize  - a cool $50K. 
The Collie Art Prize (CAP) focusses on the 
theme of Identity, exploring the changing 
way in which we see our country, our 
communities, our people, ourselves. 
Entries close on the 12 January 2018.Syndicate III (The Council) @BRAG

Art Angels Edition @BRAG below 
and Big Country Sky right
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MOVIE IN THE PARK, DALYELLUP
Join us beneath the stars at Maidment Lakes, Dalyellup 
for the Christmas adventures of Santa Claus’ clumsy son 
Arthur in Arthur Christmas (PG). This event is FREE for all! 
Bring your picnic rug or low chairs and get there early to 
claim a good spot. The movie starts at 7.30pm on 
December 17th.

FILM ON FERGUSON 
SUMMER SERIES
Join Saint Aidan Wines for a night under the moon and 
stars at their ever-popular Summer Film on the Ferguson 
outdoor cinema evenings. This summer season begins on 
Friday, 8 December 2017 with The Mountain Between Us. 

The season continues with:
12 January –  Murder on the Orient Express.
2 February – Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
16 February  –  To be confirmed. 
9 March - To be confirmed. 

Adults $19.50, Children $9.50. Order a Hamper Bag for 
two to savour during the show!

BALINGUP VILLAGE GREEN 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
Balingup’s Village Green is the heart of the community. 
On the Saturday 10 February, it will transform into an 
outdoor theatre. Gather a group of friends together, pack 
a picnic dinner, a rug, bean bag or fold-out chair and 
enjoy one of the simple pleasures of life. Lion screens at 
approximately 7.30pm once the sun has set. Free event.

SUMMER OUTDOOR F ILMS

sit back & relax

SUMMER OUTDOOR MOVIES,  
DONNYBROOK
The beautiful Donnybrook Amphitheatre is the perfect 
place for a film. Join Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup for 
their annual summer series of film nights. Gather a 
group of friends together, pack a picnic dinner, a rug, 
bean bag or foldout chairs and enjoy a movie under the 
stars with great company.

The film screens at approximately 7.30pm once the sun 
has set. 

Sunday. 7 January  – Guardians of the Galaxy Vol 2 (M).
Saturday, 27 January –  Hunt for the Wilderpeople (PG).
Friday, 2 March – A Dogs Purpose (PG).

Free event. No bookings required. 

MOVIES ON THE RANGE
Have you ever watched a movie in the middle of a golf 
range? This is your chance! Capel Golf Course presents 
Bad Moms 2 - just as funny, with twice the not-so-nice. 

Pre-purchase ploughman’s platters, fish & chips, and 
hamburgers or you can bring your own, along with a 
picnic basket and chairs. A full bar is available for drink. 
Movie starts at 8pm, bar open from 6.45pm. 

Adults $15, 13-17 years $10. Children 12 years and 
under free. (Note - this movie is MA15+). Tickets 
available online or at the door. 

Beware, a kangaroo may go hopping by as you sit under 
the stars.

19
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                   KICK START YOUR SUMMER
Party likes there’s no tomorrow: If there’s one thing we love 
about summer its festivals. That’s why we’ve found the best 
events for you to either have fun with the family or let your 

hair down. It’s time to get outdoors!

6 fabulous festivals that will

24 HIT THE FORESHORE
Bunburians have been patiently waiting 
for the completion of the Koombana 
Bay foreshore and to celebrate the City 
is throwing a party - the Koombana 
Bay Foreshore Festival! Don’t miss the 
diverse entertainment, live art and great 
food available at the Food-truck Rumble. 
It’s a ‘loads of fun’ family event, with a 
serious message. Saturday, 3 February. 

FRINGE THE FESTIVAL
A cultural event of the year, Bunbury 
Fringe Festival showcases local talent, 
entertains you with visiting acts and an 
opens your mind to the quirky side of 
the city.  Bunbury Fringe will take place 
over two weekends in February, starting 
on Friday 3rd. The program is launching 
on Thursday 8 December, with Early Bird 
tickets going on sale at the same time.

EXPERIENCE THE WHOLE 
WORLD IN ONE DAY
‘

Celebrating BG’s multicultural and 
multi-faith society, the South West 
Multicultural Festival on 24 February will 
host a myriad of music and dance 
numbers. The Festival’s program consists 
of demonstrations, performances, art 
and craft displays, interactive workshops, 
as well as food and information stalls, all 
culminating into an evening of dance and 
music that is synonymous with the 
popular Multicultural Night. You’ll be 
able to experience the whole world in 
one day!

BUNBURY BEER & 
CIDER FEST
With a booming craft beer and cider 
market across the country, the Bunbury 
Beer & Cider Festival will provide a free 
family day out, and showcase some of the 
Geographe and Western Australia’s finest 
breweries and cideries, along with 
gourmet food trucks, all on the 
picturesque and newly renovated 
Koombana Bay. Craft beer and cider 
lovers, this is where you need to be on 
Sunday 25 February.

LIGHT UP WITH 
SKYFEST
We love it when things go up in smoke! 
City of Bunbury Skyfest Australia Day 
Celebrations is an amazing day of 
activities culminating in the biggest 
fireworks show in WA outside of Perth 
More than 40,000 attend this free 
event on 26 January centred around 
Bicentennial Square and the Graham 
Bricknell Music Shell, where everyone 
is invited to join in this celebration of all 
things Australian. From the traditional 
Aussie breakfast at 6.30pm to the kids 
stage and markets in the afternoon, 
there is something for everyone. Then 
fireworks light up the night above the 
Leschenault Inlet at 8.30pm.

M
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F E S T I VA L  &  E V E N T S

celebrate

PULL ON YOUR COWBOY BOOTS
Grab your boots and hat, WA’s iconic Country Music Festival has a 
stellar lineup in 2018. The Boyup Brook Country Music Festival is a 
celebration of country music in on the banks of the beautiful 
Blackwood River. 

This year, the McClymonts are coming to town! Plus triple Golden 
Guitar winner, Travis Collins will turn up the Hard Light. (pictured 
above and right.)

On Saturday morning the town centre comes alive with the Lotterywest Street Carnival, is a dynamic event 
that transforms inner Boyup Brook into an explosion of epic proportions, combining music, art installations 
and roving performers. It’s free, spontaneous and everyone is welcome to participate.
 
The Boyup Brook Muster is WA’s Original Ute Muster - utes, trucks, vintage cars and tractors, there’s a 
category for any motor enthusiast! Meet up with rev heads and parade your rig through Boyup to the roar of 
an adoring crowd. With prizes for each category going to best on ground, the night rolls into the best Country 
Music Australia has to offer. 

A highlight of the festival  is the 2018 West Australian Country Music Awards. Now in its 33rd year, the 
annual Awards have attracted Country Music talent from all over Western Australia. You have to do this event 
at least once in your life!

29
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THE  
GASTRONOMIC

GURUS

You’ve been going ‘down south’ for years, 
so you think you have the food places covered. 

Think outside the box! Find foodie 
destinations unknown in the #BG

YOU ASKED.
WE ANSWERED

THE BEST 
PLACES TO 

DIG IN

The Perth Collective at Cafe 140 - see their website for regular courses in Bunbury
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30. PLAN YOUR 
WEEKEND AROUND 
AN AH-MAZING 
RESTAURANT
Small’s Bar is changing the face of 
dining in Eaton with a team drooling in 
talent. Chefs Nigel Harvey (previously 
of Voyager Estate) and Luke Wakefield 
(The Farmer’s Place, near Geelong), and 
former Little Creatures Bar Manager, 
Michael Bovell have roamed the region 
for the best of the best local produce to 
showcase in their new venture. Think 
shared food, craft beer, amazing wine, 
and cocktails. 

#BG recommendation - mouth 
watering, fall off the bone, slow roasted 
Sichuan Lamb shoulder, served with 
spring onion pancakes and mint 
avocado. Now doesn’t that sound 
appetising (it’s not a question - it is- we 
promise!). Pair it with a Ferguson Hart 
Estate SBS. 

Finish off with a plate of cheese and 
accompaniments - Dellendale 
Nullaki, Torndirrup Appenzelle, Cambray 
Blackwood Blue, Harvey Ash Blonde,  
St Dukes Red Honeycomb, steeped  
mulberries, fruit bread crisps.

Supporting local suppliers, we love how 
their menu informs you exactly how far 
the produce has travelled.
 
Over summer, Sunday Sessions will kick 
off at Small’s with artists performing 
from 4pm-7pm. 

31. SUNSET FISH AND 
CHIPPIES
AJ’s fish and chips are crispy on the out-
side and fluffy in the middle...yum. Grab 
a feed at their Bunbury store and head 
to the beach. Tomato sauce enthusiasts 
you must try their Tuimato sauce, it is 
so much better than the run-of-the-mill 
varieties.

For fish and chips with a view and a 
restaurant service, try the Parade Hotel. 
Go classic with the – Beer battered local 
shark with chips & salad and tartare 
sauce or try Panko crumbed whiting 
fillets with an Asian inspired salad and 
ginger aioli. For a true seafood over-
load start with the daily oyster special. 
Aristos on the Marlston Waterfront 
also serves up fishy delights with an 
awesome view. Go local with Binningup 
sand whiting or Geographe Bay Dhufish 
serve grilled, crumbed or in beer batter. 

A little further south, stop in at the 
Happy Snapper in Dalyellup. 

Fish and chip connoisseurs, one of 
the best fish in chip venues in the 
region only operates in the summer 
months. Voted as a WA top 15 Fish and 
Chip shop by the WA Fishing Industry 
Council, The Bay Fish Co is a pop-up 
fish store in Peppermint Grove Beach. 
Their dream is to bring the best in fish 
and seafood to beautiful Geographe 
Bay from their specially designed food 
truck. It’s the small touches that truly 
give The Bay Fish Co the edge, from the 
freshly gourmet salads, marinades and 
their homemade tartar sauce. Think 
premium West Australian Barramundi 
with a soy, ginger and lime dipping 
sauce, served with a fennel and orange 
salad. Takeaway food doesn’t get any 
better than this!

Opposite: Small’s Bar
Above: The Parade Hotel, and AJ’s.

C A F E S ,  R E S TA U R A N T S  &  P R O D U C E

eat up
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ICE CREAM LOVE

32. ROLLING IN THE STREET
Bunbury’s vibrant food truck scene is a bit of an enigma. But when the 
apparition comes to life, it should not be missed. A few times a year 
the Bunbury Food Truck Fiesta pops-up and introduces the city to a 
world of different ethnic foods that you just can’t find in restaurants. 
Head to Bicentennial Square on Saturday 2 December to be part of 
this gourmet sensation.

From the healthy and organic to the deliciously deep-fried, there is 
something for every appetite with more than 30 vendors serving up 
fantastic flavours. Bring a healthy appetite!

33. LICK AWAY
Ice cream is always a good idea in summer. 
From cooling down in the scorching heat to 
savouring decadent flavours after an evening 
meal, a visit to The Creamery Bunbury is a 
must. Dig into homemade gelato, sorbets, and 
frozen yoghurts and seasonal flavourings. Be 
extra indulgent and also enjoy their milkshakes, 
sundaes or waffle plates. 

Ybar in Eaton is perfect for lovers of frozen 
yoghurt. Top it with fresh fruit and boba 
(popping pearls). Their flavours constantly 
change so check out their Facebook page for 
deets. For the ultimate in decadence, taste 
the Peanut Butter Froyo with chocolate fudge 
sauce. 

On a health binge, then you can’t go past a Coco 
Whip from Plant Organic Cafe in Bunbury.

34. 
CHEF’S LONG TABLE
The South West’s premier charity food and 
wine event, the Chef’s Long Table Lunch, 
is now entering its 15th year. Run by community 
volunteers, the event has raised and 
distributed more than $850,000 to the South 
West community. In 2018, another 500 people 
will enjoy a stunning afternoon of exquisite 
food, delicious local wine, fabulous 
entertainment, an exciting auction, and a 
great day out with friends! 

35. 
MEET THE 
NEW KID ON THE 
BLOCK - BUNBURY’S 
FIRST BIKE CAFE
Meet Melo Velo, Bunbury’s first bike CBD 
cafe and a cycle of love. Turn up the heat in 
the upstairs spin room, get your bike fixed in 
the workshop, and sip fab coffee 
or something more health conscious 
downstairs.

#BG favourite - their fully vegan banana 
bread and ice cream combo. How can 
something this healthy taste so good!

Every Friday during summer, hire a fat wheel 
and join them on Friday Fat Bike ride. 
Leaving Melo Velo at 5pm, the ride takes 
you out into the Maidens, around an 
awesome loop and then back into the CBD 
along the beach. It will get your legs working 
and help shed those banana bread kilos!

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE BIKE

Opposite: The Creamery, 
Chef’s Long Table Lunch. This 
Page: Melo Velo.

C A F E S ,  R E S TA U R A N T S  &  P R O D U C E

eat up
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36. A LITTLE BIT OF SPAIN 
FROM GREEN DOOR WINES
HOLA! Join Food with Passion for a Spanish cooking course at Green Door 
Wines, Ferguson Valley on Sunday 3 December, 11am to 2pm. Mon Barrero 
and Laura McGinlay, who have both relocated from Spain, will help you cook 
up at Spanish storm. Discover how to cook authentic Paella and churros while 
enjoying a glass of Sangria. At the end of the class, relax for lunch and taste the 
beautiful Spanish flavours. 

Tickets $120 including lunch. 11am to 2pm. Places are limited, so booking is 
essential.

37. 

A MATCH 
MADE IN 
HEAVEN AT 
CAPEL VALE
Matching your wine to 
your food makes a huge 
difference to how much 
you’ll enjoy your meal 
and you don’t even have 
to be pretentious to do 
it! Match Restaurant at 
Capel Vale Winery makes 
it a simple with Match 
Plates - a perfecting of 
platted food with wine 
that takes you on a food 
sensation journey. Every 
specially selected item 
highlights a different 
characteristic in the wine. 
Think freshly sucked 
oysters, lemon zest 
hummus, smoked salmon 
and brie tart, fennel and 
lemon zest prawn 
skewers, homebaked 
bread, ash goats cheese 
with home grown pear 
& fig paste, and more 
matched with Capel Vale 
Reisling. Before your 
meal, visit the cellar door 
- check out our Drink Up 
section for deets. Open 
for lunch Thursday to 
Monday.

DISCERNING FOODIE - LET US 
HELP YOU UNCOVER #BG’S 
UNDER-THE-RADAR FOOD BOWL 
SCENE. OUR SALT-OF-THE EARTH 
TYPES FOCUS THEIR ENERGY ON 
THE PRODUCE NOT THE PR!

This is real ‘paddock to plate’ country with a plethora 
of farm fresh and organic options. There is no excuse to 
eat mass-produced in #BG!

PICK YOUR OWN BLUEBERRIES
Blueberries are coming into season at the Collie 
Blueberry Farm. Pick your own at their property only 
10 minutes south-east of Collie. Keep an eye on their 
Facebook page or contact the Collie Visitor Centre for 
deets. 

GET SEAFOOD 
STRAIGHT OFF THE BOAT
Buy fresh fish and prawns for Christmas straight off the 
boat from Southwestern Fresh Fish in Glen Iris. Plus an 
array of other snap frozen seafood delights. 

The Bunbury Farmers Markets also takes delivery 
of fresh seafood and fish every day. This place is 
legendary; so much so, many Perth ‘golden-triangle’ 
residents travel the two-hour drive to shop. The 
produce here – much of it sourced from surrounding 
farms and suppliers – is mostly organic and explodes 
with flavour. Grab gourmet pies, handmade soups, the 
most amazing local and French cheeses, and oh so much 
more. Or a little further up the road is the Crooked 
Carrot - a lot smaller but oozing local quality produce. 

FIND A FARM GATE
Take a drive through the Donnybrook - Balingup region 
and you’ll find an array of farmers selling produce 
roadside or from their farm packhouse. Produce varies  
- in summer, purchase strawberries, sweet stone fruits 
including cherries, apricots, peaches, plums and 
nectarines. Make sure you stop at Newy’s Fruit and 
Vege Patch, voted best Fruit & Veg in regional WA three 
years running! 

38. 

FIND GREAT 
PRODUCE 
STRAIGHT FROM 
THE SOURCE IN 
THE #BG

C A F E S ,  R E S TA U R A N T S  &  P R O D U C E

eat up

Above: Newy’s by Frances Andrijich for ASW, Blueberries, Southwestern Fresh 
Fish. .
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TO MARKET, TO MARKET

39. SEEK OUT MAKERS, BAKERS, SEWERS AND GROWERS

Markets are life! And, now you have a go-to list of every single market worth checking out in and 
around the #BG this summer. We have you sorted if you’re looking for a delicious morning snack, 
want to snap up a bargain, find a truly unique gift, or if you’re all about supporting local farmers and 
producers. 

More than 13 weekend markets operate regularly across the region. Located in paddocks, sprawling 
gardens and even an old goods shed (that was designed by C Y O’Connor and built in 1898), they brim 
with character and are the perfect way to spend a weekend morning.

Fill your basket with some of the freshest produce and best creations in the country at one of 
our local markets soon.

ALLANSON MARKETS 
21 Bedlington St, Allanson.
Featuring a farmer’s style market 
with lots of specialty stalls, great 
coffee and live entertainment. 
8.30am to 12.30pm. Sunday, 10 
December, 14 January & 11 
February.

BALINGUP NIGHT 
MARKETS
Opposite Balingup Visitor Centre.
An enjoyable way to wind 
down the week. Local stalls are 
accompanied by live music and the 
cafes and fruit winery stay open, 
creating a real village atmosphere. 
5pm to 8pm. Open every Friday 
night from December 17- February 
18. 

BOYANUP & DISTRICT 
FARMERS MARKET 
South Western Hwy, Boyanup
For more than a decade the 
Boyanup markets have provided 
a venue for the consumer who 
wants to know where their food 
comes from. Each market has a 
wonderful range of exceptional 
produce and delicacies. 8am to 
Noon. Sunday, 17 December, 28 
January, & 25 February.

THE BUNBURY MARKETS
Queens Gardens, Bunbury. 
The Bunbury Markets is an artisan 
and fresh produce market in a 
beautiful waterside location. 
8am to Noon, Saturday 2 & 16 
December, 6 & 2 January, 3 & 
17 February. On the same day 
as the markets, Summer Jams 
will be held throughout summer 
from 11am to 2pm with street 
entertainers busking throughout 
the Bunbury CBD and Marlston 
Waterfront.

BUNBURY  
GEOGRAPHE 
MARKETS13

CAPEL FARMERS MARKET
Capel Country Club, Goodwood Rd, 
Capel
Indoor and outdoor stalls, 8am to 
Noon. Sunday 10 December, 14 
January, & 11 February.

COLLIE COUNTRY 
MARKETS
Bridge St, Collie 
Great agricultural markets with 
a large range of craft, antiques, 
books, games, preserves, plants, 
fresh produce, plus a kitchen 
sausage sizzle. 8am-Noon. 
Saturday, 2 December, 6 January & 
3 February.

DALYELLUP MARKETS
Cnr Norton Promenade and  
Maidment Parade, Dalyellup.
Variety of stalls to browse. 
9am to 1pm, Sunday, 17 
December,  21 January, & 18 Feb-
ruary.

DONNYBROOK STATION 
MARKETS
Ayers Garden, Donnybrook.
Local fruit and vegetables, 
produce and preserves, new and 
secondhand goods, pre-loved 
treasures, art and craft, plants, and 
buskers. 9am to 1pm. Saturday, 
16 December, 20 January & 17 
February.

GELORUP MARKETS 
Community Centre, Hastie
Road, Gelorup. 
This market has indoor as well as 
outdoor stalls selling second hand 
goods and craft to fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Try to track down their 
scones served with fresh cream 
- yum. 8am to Noon. Sunday 3 
December, 7 January & 4 February.

GOODS SHED MARKETS
Forrest Street, Collie.
Held in the heritage listed Old 
Goods Shed.Stalls include 
homemade products, bric a brac, 
books, cakes, fruit and vegetables, 
plants and crafts. Morning tea 
can be enjoyed in the lovingly 
restored Coach Café timber dining 
car.  8am to Noon. Sunday, 3, 17, 
31 December.

HARVEY INDOOR MARKETS
Harvey Recreation Ctr, Young St,
Harvey 
Fresh produce, plus new and 
pre-loved Items for sale. Entry by 
gold coin. 9am to 1pm. Saturday, 
9 December. 

KINGSTON COMMUNITY 
MARKETS
Leschenault Leisure Centre
A series of markets selling 
everything from baked goods to 
handcrafted gifts and wares. 
9am to 1pm. Sunday, 3 December. 

UNDERCOVER FLEA 
MARKETS
Stirling Street Arts Centre, 
Bunbury. 
Visit Stirling Street Arts Centre, 
Stirling Street, Bunbury on the 
fourth Sunday of every month 
(except December) for the 
undercover flea markets. Pick up 
a bargain from stallholders selling 
art, craft, local produce and 
bric-a-brac. 9am to 12 noon.
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drink up

40. SIP AWAY AT 
THE BEST SMALL BARS IN 
REGIONAL WA

If you haven’t paid a visit to our small bars then put 
on your party pants and head out now. You won’t be 
disappointed. The WA Small Bar Wine Awards recently 
announced Bunbury’s Sala Wine Lounge & Kitchen as 
WA’s Best Regional Small Bar and nearby Lost Bill’s as 
one of only four finalists in the same category. 

The Sala Wine Lounge & Kitchen is proof that Bunbury 
has come a long way. The old maritime warehouse store 
is now a cosy 1920s prohibition-themed bar with an 
impressive bespoke cocktail list and OMG tapas (plus 
a bit more). You’ll feel at least 40% more elegant after 
stepping inside. This summer, start with Parilla grilled 
Fremantle octopus or the freshly shucked oysters that 
match perfectly with the pear-vanilla Caprioska. Then 
move onto the duck sliders with atchar, cilantro, peanut 
butter & sunflower mayo on a semi brioche bun. So 
popular, expansion is on the books for this venue.  

The ultimate hipster hang-out, Lost Bills is a badass, tiny 
bar (their words) with a banging craft-beer list, eclectic 
spirits, and some damn good wine. Good things come in 
small packages, and that couldn’t be truer for this small 
bar. In the evening, live music is regularly on offer.
Get your tickets to their Social Club Plantation Rum 
event on Sunday, 3 December! Just $45 will see you 
tasting four spectacular rums, a craft rum cocktail, and 
some delicious Bills Bites.
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41.THE BEER GARDEN 
After winter hibernation, the siren call of vitamin D on sunny days is on - Bunbarian’s love a drink outdoors. 
Luckily we’re a city blessed with many excellent beer gardens and outdoor spaces. A perennial favourite is The 
Rose Hotel - where locals descend within seconds of the clock ticking 5pm (or earlier) on a Friday. After a 
sun-induced day at the Bunbury’s Hungry Hollow Beach, take a few steps across the road, shake off the sand and 
head into the The Hollow Beach Bar & Grill. More than ten beers and ciders on tap. The food menu is classic pub 
fare, simple but good, and the sunset views are out of this world. 

Then head for the hills. Balingup Rib & Steakhouse has recently reopened. On a beautiful sunny day, patrons spill 
out onto the verandah and grass lawn areas. During summer, join their Sunday Sesh and you’ll often be rewarded 
with live music including the sweet tunes of Sally Jane. 

For generations, The Capel Tavern which has sat perched over the Capel Bridge with a beer garden that looks 
over the Capel River. Dardanup Tavern specialises in Ferguson Valley wines. Relax in their family friendly beer 
garden. For another family-friendly venue, head up the mountain to Collie for a Sunday Sesh at the Federal 
Hotel, with live music. The Old Coast Road Brewery, near Myalup, is a stunning property set on 70 acres and 
boasts over 1000 olive trees. Taste test their beers while listening to live music playing (on a Sunday) in the 
undercover outdoor beer garden and the kids enjoy the playground and massive grassed area.

27. DISCOVER THE WHO’S WHO OF THE 
GEOGRAPHE WINE REGION
The Geographe Wine Show is Western Australia’s leading 
alternative wine show. First held in 2002, the show has 
become a prestigious annual opportunity for local wine 
producers to benchmark against the industry. Judging starts 
on 20 September led by Tim White of the Australian Financial 
Review. The event culminates in a celebratory Gala Dinner 
with a  three-course meal, a tasting of all entered wines and a 
jazz trio to get the toes tapping. Grab a ticket to this must do 
event at The Cube, Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre 
on Friday, 22 September. 

28. BECOME A WINE MASTER
As part of the Geographe Wine Show, expand your taste buds 
at a Wine Masterclass. On the 21 September, learn about the 
intricacies of Grenache or Shiraz. You’ll get to sip lots of 
fabulous wine and receive a free Plumm wine glass for your 
troubles – what’s not to love!

DRINK UP

MARTINI LOVE
Even oh-so-pure Eve (pictured) couldn’t resist 

the sweet and sour bite of the apple! We beg 

you to try Lost Bill’s sassy south-of-the-border 

martini, the Apple and Eve, a shaken tequila- 

based concoction that’ll leave you always 

wanting more... 

Opposite: C?
This Page: Lost Bill’s, Bunbury



30 31

               AND SAY CHEERS1
It’s officially Rosé season in the #BG: The pink wine is so 
popular, in fact, that there’s a shortage almost every summer 

thanks to its insane thirst-quenching capabilities. 

find fabulous rosé to clink the glasses 

42. ROSÉ RECKONING
After much swirling, sipping, and reflecting, Megan Kopke (aka Megs) from 
MoreVino has compiled our official guide to seeking out a fabulous bottle of pink 
because as we all know, Rosé time of year is the best time of year.

TALISMAN ARIDA 2017
A super tasty, full flavoured Rosé made from Cabernet Sauvignon, it’s complex 
and flavoursome. Bright and vibrant - the palate is full of sweet wild strawberries, 
redcurrant and a hint of savoury spice. Some barrel fermentation has added 
richness and textural complexity to the palate making it the perfect food Rosé. 
Talisman Wines is a small family run vineyard based in the Geographe Wine 
Region of Western Australia. The stunning 9ha vineyard, at the highest point of 
the Ferguson Valley, is also the most elevated vineyard in the Geographe region.  
Won the trophy for best Rosé at the recent Geographe Wine Show. 

BARTON JONES ROSE 2016 
Lovely perfume of strawberries and rose petals. Vibrant palate packed full of fresh 
red berries, crunchy red apples and an underlying lime acidity that finishes clean 
and dry. (67% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Shiraz). The Barton Jones vineyard is a  
beautiful little vineyard on the edge of the state forest just out of Donnybrook.The 
vines were planted in 1978 and are amongst the oldest in the region. The striking 
eco-friendly straw bale cellar door was 3 years in the making and well worth a 
visit. 
 
KELLIVALE NEBBIOLO ROSÉ 2017 
Delicate in colour but full of flavour. Aromas of red berry fruits and citrus 
blossom. An array of flavours glide delicately across the palate - strawberries, 
roses, spice and a some savoury notes on the finish. It’s deliciously dry with a 
refreshing crunchy acidity. Located on the banks of the Capel River, the boutique 
Kellivale vineyard is planted with many exciting alternative varieties including 
Nebbiolo which is used to make this stunning Rosé. 

ST AIDANS K ROSÉ 2017
The K Rosé, made from 100% Tempranillo is juicy and delicious! Lots of fresh 
red berry and cherry blossom aromas with plenty of flavour on the palate. 
Strawberries, raspberries and blood orange carry through to a zesty, 
mouthwatering finish. Established by in 1997 by Phil and Mary Smith, the 
picturesque St Aidans vineyard, cellar door and restaurant is nestled amongst the 
hills of the Ferguson Valley in the heart of the Geographe wine region. 

MEET MEGS FROM MOREVINO

As a winemaker, show judge, 
educator and retailer, Meg’s passion 
and experience ensures all those 
with a love of wine will benefit 
from her entertaining and insightful 
knowledge.

Learn more at 
www.morevino.com.au

MAZZA BASTARDO ROSE 2017
Vibrant and fragrant with aromas of fresh raspberry and 
strawberry fruits, dried herbs and a subtle citrus lift. 
The palate is impeccably balanced. So much flavour – 
fresh strawberries, cranberries, citrus and spice -  bright 
crunchy acidity, a feather touch of tannin and texture 
on the finish. There is weight and creaminess but the 
lively acidity zips everything along to an ultra-long, 
ultra-refreshing finish. 

Bastardo is a Portuguese variety (with French origins) 
used primarily in the production of port. The low colour in 
the berries skins make it ideal for Rosé. 

Our second favourite part of summer - it’s also crab season! Scoop up a Blue Manna 
from the Leschenault Estuary and match with a bottle of Mazza 2016 Bastardo.

Anne and David Mazza have created something truly unique. 
Their stunning Preston Valley vineyard doesn’t have any of 
the classic French varieties that are found in most Australian 
vineyards. The Mazza vineyard is planted with only Spanish 
and Portuguese varieties. Four glorious hectares of Tinta Cão, 
Tempranillo, Touriga Nacional, Graciano, Sousão and 
Bastardo. 
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LIGHT UP YOUR SUMMER
It was once quoted that cider was literally 

happiness in a bottle. Refreshing and delicious — what’s not to 
love? Great cider comes from great natural ingredients and as the 
producer of WA’s best apples, it only makes sense that our ciders 

are amazing too.

6 lip-smacking ciders that will

CUSTARD & CO  
ORIGINAL APPLE CIDER 
This Donnybrook boutique establishment 
has rapidly taken Australia (and afar) by 
storm, ranked in the top three cider 
producers in the country, savoured by 
Heston Blumenthal, and labelled the 
“rockstar” of the industry by national 
reviewer James Adams from All About 
Cider. Owner, Ian Rayner is determined 
to continually produce a quality, hand-
made, organic and chemical free product.  
At Custard, each apple is hand picked! 
Their Original Cider (4.5% ABV) is 100% 
filtered which makes for one light, 
sparkling drop with huge stone fruit 
flavours created by wild yeast strain. 
Perfect over ice, with a slice of lemon to 
bring out the apples natural acidity. In 
Bunbury, you’ll find Custard & Co at Lost 
Bills, Market Eating House, Mojo’s, 
Casellas, The Rose Hotel and Frankel 
Street Liquor Store.

HARRIS RIVER ESTATE 
RIVERCIDE APPLE 
CIDER 
Seventeen years ago, Karl Hillier chose 
Harris River, near Collie as the perfect 
backdrop to establish his winery. Today, 
with wife Julie, this amazing property 
includes a 24-hectare vineyard and 
winery, cider-making operation, 
micro-brewery, equestrian agistment 
centre, restaurant and self-contained 
chalets. Refreshing and full of flavour, 
their Harris River Estate Rivercide Apple 
Cider is packed full of delicious locally 
grown fruit. The palate is crisp and 
slightly sweet. Visit Harris River Estate to 
try a bottle today.

MASH BREWING 
BAD ADAMS CIDER
One of Western Australia’s best 
brewers with multiple brew awards under 
their belt, Mash Brewing also creates a 
scrumptious cider. Though technically 
made at their Swan Valley facility, there 
is nothing better than enjoying a drop 
in their Bunbury Brewery overlooking 
Koombana Bay on the beautiful 
Marlston Waterfront. Be a little bad 
with a Bad Adams Sparkling Apple Cider 
(3.5%). This beauty is crafted from local 
Southwest apples; clean and crisp with a 
medium to dry finish. Fermented nice and 
dry with juice added back to tank 
just before carbonation to round out 
and lift the mouthfeel just a touch. At a 
reduced level alcohol, this cider is both a 
responsible and delicious choice.

MOODY COW BREWERY
APPLE, PEAR & CIDER
Moody Cow in the Ferguson Valley 
operates under the loving care of Grant 
and Karen McClintock, who have won a 
few prestigious awards at the Perth Royal 
Beer Show. All their beers and ciders are 
handcrafted on the premises using the 
finest of ingredients; they use only malt, 
hops, yeast and Ferguson Valley water 
to create mouth-watering brews. Moody 
Cow’s Apple, Pear & Ginger Cider (4.2% 
ABV) is a dry to medium, unfiltered cider. 
The hint of ginger adds to the flavour and 
creates a well-rounded product. 
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OLD COAST ROAD BREWERY SCRUMPY CIDER 
Next time you are driving along Forest Highway, plan a stop at Old Coast Road Brewery, near  
Myalup. Those who love a beverage will have choice galore with 20 taps of beer and cider all made 
on site, plus exceptional whisky and gin. Their traditionally Scrumpy Cider (8% ABV) comes from 
the very best Donnybrook apples, grown, crushed and hand-pressed by Chief Brewer Steve Ryan. 
Served from English hand pumps, it has a slightly tart, dry palate and is low on carbonation. At 
more than 8% alcohol we recommend you find a designated driver before indulging! If not, don’t 
fear, they have another three cider options with lower alcohol levels for you to savour.

WILD BULL BREWERY PEAR CIDER 
With some of the best views in the Ferguson Valley, Wild Bull Brewery sits proudly on top of Pile 
Road offering premium locally made beer, food, wine, art, and music. Jennie and Danny 
Drummond with daughter Christie welcome you to try their range of speciality brewed products. 
Their Pear Cider (3.5%) is expertly handcrafted, exploding with the sweet taste of pear, low on 
the fizz and perfect on a hot day. Team it with their woodfired pizzas, beef cheeks, smokey ribs or 
amazing Dardanup beef burgers for a fabulous day out.

PLUS CONTINUE 
READING TO UNCOVER 

THE NEWBIE: 
RUNAMUCK  CIDER 

STRATHAM

47
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Below: Custard & Co
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49. 
MEET THE NEW KID ON THE BLOCK: 
RUNAMUCK CIDER
Sadly, we are yet to taste it (so it couldn’t make our top 6 cider list) but word on 
the street and record sales at the @beerfestau in Fremantle, tells us to get our 
hands on a cider from the newest cidery in the region - Runamuck Cider Co.

Runamuk Cider Co is a family owned and run business situated in Stratham 
(sorry, not open to the public). They use locally grown apples to produce a 
traditionally fermented all natural medium dry cider with a fresh crisp taste 
which is a joy to drink. For those of you with a sweeter palette Runamuk also 
produces a slightly more fruity version using only the apples natural sugar.

With a wicked sense of humour - Runamuck promises that all apples were 
harmed in the making of their cider and claim that they are intent on causing 
mischief and mayhem, by defacing the traditional, stuffy cideries of old and 
reclaiming cider for all the apples in the orchard. Bring on the harvest 
revolution! Stay tuned details on where you can pick up this bevy!

50. 
TAKE A 
WINE ROAD 
TRIP - 
DON’T FEAR 
IT’S ONLY 
20 MINUTES 
AWAY 

Only a 20-minute drive 
from Bunbury, Capel Vale 
winery continues to excel; 
voted the 2011 Best Large 
Cellar Door in the region 
by Gourmet Traveller.  

James Halliday is aslo 
full of praise:

“Outstanding winery 
regularly producing wines 
of exemplary quality and 
typicity. The winery is 
acknowledged to have 
a long track record of 
excellence. Truly the best 
of the best...”

2018 James Halliday 
Australian Wine 
Companion awarded 
Capel Vale a Top 5 Red 
Star Winery & Top 101 
wineries in Australia.

TASTE THE BEST.
AT CAPEL VALE

B E V E R A G E S  &  C O N C O C T I O N S

drink up
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THE DRINK FACTORY

51. 
BE COLD PRESSED 
So before my juice high wears off (yes, it’s real), 
here are BG’s best cold pressed juices for you, my 
nutrient loving children. 

The Juicer & Co juices, elixirs and nut mylks 
are cold pressed fresh every day. Their juices are 
nutritionally designed to provide you with 
optimal daily nutrients, free of preservatives, 
concentrates, wheat, yeast and dairy products. 
They do not pasteurise juices with heat or HPP 
methods and use a commercial grade cold press 
juicer to squeeze out every little bit of wonderful 
plant goodness and then bottle it in their
gorgeous recyclable glass bottles. Head to 
Benesse Coffee & Kitchen in Bunbury and
Australind or The Happy Wife to sip from Juicer & 
Co or organise delivery. 

B E V E R A G E S  &  C O N C O C T I O N S

drink up

Cold-pressed juices at Bunbury Farmers Market are ultra 
fresh - they press twice a day! Super refreshing, with an 
instant hit of fresh, raw, liquid nutrients. #BG Favourite for a 
vitamin hit  - the Vita Zing: carrot, Granny Smith apples, 
beetroot, celery, kale, and ginger.

Head to Corners on King near the Leschenault Inlet in East 
Bunbury for a cafe that serves up their own cold press juices. 
Their cold press range including OJ is pressed in-house to give 
you the freshest goodness possible! Sip a Summer Breeze - 
lemon, kiwi, orange, apple, pineapple and coconut water

The Plant Organic cafe and market is dedicated to bringing 
you delicious, natural food that is as good for your body as it 
is for the planet. Cold-pressed juices and other superfoods are 
prepared on site by their own certified Raw Food chefs. Enjoy 
being nourished and support the sustainable future of food. 

If you’re looking to reboot your system head to the urban-cool 
Townhouse Bunbury. They have four ‘goodness in a bottle’ 
options - with kale, spinach, apple, pear and lemon a #BG 
favourite.

Wagon 537 in Collie love making juice! The ultra cool pop-up 
cafe, located in a heritage train wagon, press out a colourful 
array of options to tantalise your taste buds. #yummo 

In Boyup Brook, you can savour a beautifully raw cold-pressed 
juices from local company Ge Ge Juices, with a massive 
eight concoctions to choose. #BG favourites - the Beetiful with 
beetroot, blueberry, lemon, and apple, or taste a Tatianna 
- carrot, apple, pineapple, lime, turmeric, and flaxseed oil. 
Venture to the Treehouse Cafe Boyup Brook to try today.

Kick start your summer with a Sunrise juice from Mayde 
Health Nutrition Bar in Bunbury with orange, strawberries, 
pineapple, and apple. It will make your day shine. At Mayde 
they want to reinforce positive eating habits and promote an 
active balanced lifestyle for all customers.

Opposite: Juice & Co
This Page: Corners on King
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THE YOUNG 
AT HEART

Do you crave the outdoors? Feel the need to 
push your body to its limits no matter your 
age. Or love slowing down and reconnecting 
with nature. It’s time to get lost in the 

Bunbury Geographe... 

B E A C H E S  &  WAT E R  A D V E N T U R E S

take a dip

THROW ON YOUR BATHERS 
(SWIMMERS OR TOGS) AND 
GET ON OR UDNER THE OCEAN TO 
FIND A WHOLE NEW WORLD IN 
THE BG.

THREE WATER CRUISES
Elandra by Three Water Cruises operates within the 
beautiful Collie River and Leschenault Estuary around 
Bunbury, Eaton and Australind. She’s more like a 
coach than a boat, licensed to carry up to 
55 persons, {smaller groups are catered for}. Elandra 
features comfy lounges, fully enclosed air 
conditioned cabin, large, sheltered outdoor areas, 
and most importantly, toilet facilities. 

Take a Morning tea tour and spot dolphins and 
osprey (hopefully) while taking a gentle cruise 
through the scenic waterways. Get a group of ten or 
more together for a Geographe wine cruise, or 
wake up on a Sunday morning for a 9am breaky 
cruise up the river, stopping at a farm for a BBQ 
breakfast. 

P.S. for another other dolphin cruise options see No 
57. 

52.  
GET ON THE WATER 
There’s no better way to enjoy summer in the #BG 
than on the water! 

OCTOPUS GARDEN DIVE CHARTERS
Have a truly memorable undersea experience, diving 
on Lena Ship Wreck (Bunbury’s sunken treasure) 
with Octopus Garden Dive harters. You may get the 
chance to plant a kiss on a passing fish. 

Octopus Garden offer guests the best in customer 
service and comfort aboard their diver designed 
vessel SPV 344 “Cross Country”. With on board 
toilet, a shaded midship, BBQ Grill, camera tables 
and easy to access stern dive platform make Cross 
Country a favourite among the Bunbury scuba diving 
community. She can comfortably carry 10 
passengers and two crew, and cruises at 15 knots. 

If you prefer a more relaxed style, they also run 
twilight cruises, where you’ll enjoy stunning sunsets 
and take in Bunbury’s beautiful Back beaches. Don’t 
forget to bring your bathers for a twilight dip in the 
ocean.
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54. AVOID THE CROWDS
Over summer, most beaches down south 
become busier than Hay Street Mall. Stop 
struggling for beach towel space and uncover 
the beautiful and often untouched beaches 
of the #BG. Our favourites include the 
sparkling white sand of The Huts near 
Stratham, Maidens Beach (it’s worth the trek) 
on the southern tip of Bunbury, and 
Belvidere Beach in the Leschenault 
Conservation Park - bring your fishing rod 
for this one. Or our coastal hamlet towns of 
Peppermint Grove Beach, Mylaup, and 
Binningup nail summer beach time too!

This Page: SUP Bunbury, @UpSUPdown. 
Opposite: Michael Bond, Overland Media
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B E A C H E S  &  WAT E R  A D V E N T U R E S

take a dip

So you’ve mastered your SUP board and ready 
for your next challenge. Test your balance with 
SUP Yoga. Up SUP Down and SUP Bunbury 
have joined forces to offer classes throughout 
summer. See their Facebook page for the next 
course. 

Alternatively, try yoga on land with a surf view 
at the Bunbury Surf Life Saving Club. Jo from 
Treehouse Yoga will run Vinyasa Slow Flow 
classes on a Thursday in January, starting at 
6am

53. 
TRY THE FASTEST  
GROWING WATER 
SPORT THAT’S ALSO 
LOADS OF FUN
SUP is your answer to getting on the water 
without getting your hair wet (unless you are 
un-co like us). We love that it’s also an ultra 
fun way to work off holiday induldgence. 
Plus paddling with dolphins swimming by is 
definitely an OMG moment. On the shores of 
Koombana Bay, SUP Bunbury is a team of local 
SUPaholics run by ASI accredited SUP Instructor 
Mel Hynynen. They offer lessons, SUP hire, SUP 
yoga (read below), tours, sales and more. SUP 
Hire is available through Summer each day -  
$15 per 30 mins or $25 per hour, per board. 
But if your co-ordination reflects ours we 
suggest asking Mel for a lesson which start from 
$30pp.

“Instead of road, take 
the beach. BG has miles 
of untouched beaches 
that still allow a bit of 

4WD action”
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TWILIGHT SAIL ON 
KOOMBANA BAY 
Throughout summer, 
join a crew at 
Koombana Bay Sailing 
Club on Wednesday night 
for Twilight sailing from 
5.30pm. Hitch a ride on 
one of the many boats 
who are sailing (there is a 
$10 charge).

Afterwards, stay for a 
beer and meal with great 
company and sensational 
views. Twilight sailing is 
the perfect opportunity 
for newcomers to have a 
go and try out sailing, so 
get in touch with the
club to register.

For those up for 
adventure, experience 
the thrill of racing on 
Saturdays in Cruisers A, 
Cruisers B, Division IV, 
Catamarans, and Junior 
Dinghy events*.

55. AHOY SAILORS

STS LEEUWIN II SAILS INTO BUNBURY
This December, the STS Leeuwin II travels to Bunbury for two week-long 
voyages: the Career Challenge and the last Youth Explorer of the year.

Between the two voyages, the Foundation will be running two short three-hour 
tall ship sails from the Bunbury Port.

Tall-ship sails on the STS Leeuwin II are an adventure for the whole family. Not 
only will you and your family be able to experience sailing on an 1850’s style 
barquentine ship, but you will also learn about our Youth Leadership Voyages 
and meet the crew who sail throughout the year. All ages can join in the 
activities, no sailing experience is required. However, it is an active sailing ship, 
so a low level of fitness is good to have. Help the crew haul the lines, take the 
helm and why not try some climbing aloft? If you just want to enjoy the 
Bunbury coastline from the unique vantage point of the ocean, that’s okay too!

3 HOUR SAILING SCHEDULE
Saturday 16 December
10am-1pm or 3pm-6pm
Tickets: $40-$99
Light refreshments, tea and coffee provided.

B E A C H E S  &  WAT E R  A D V E N T U R E S

sail away

HOOK, LINE, SINKER

56. FIND THE ELUSIVE FISH (OR CRAB OR MARRON)
Bunbury Geographe is surrounded by water from ocean, estuaries, rivers and dams.  Water = fish. Not 
all the time, but it certainly helps!  

Fish offshore with an artificial reef just 5km off the coast in relatively calm waters near Bunbury, or 
natural reef systems also run along the coast, particularly around Binningup, Myalup and the Huts. 
Offshore anglers have the chance to hook-up Mulloway, Samson Fish, Pink and Queen Snapper. 

Off the beach King George Whiting is a favourite, and as you head up the Estuary and rivers systems 
anglers target Black Bream. These areas are best fished from a kayak or small boat where anglers can 
cast tight into structure and snags.

Or how about trying your luck crabbing or marroning (in season)? Not only is catching them great fun 
for the whole family, you will be rewarded with a drooling good meal! Whatever you chase, make sure 
you follow the WA fishing regulations - visit www.fish.wa.gov.au for deets. Tight lines (aka - good luck!)

P.S - Did you know the Collie River Catchment covers 3000kms, and the longest beach in the South 
West, a massive 53.5 kms, spans from Myalup to Cape Bouvard (in the Peel region).
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PEPPERMINT GROVE BEACH
Fishing enthusiasts, try your hand 
at beach fishing at this beautiful 
location which is walking distance 
from the Peppermint Grove Beach 
Holiday Park. Try for Tailor in 
the evening. You may also snag a 
Yellowfin Whiting or Mulloway. Or 
head offshore toward the reef. If 
you fail, you can always buy fish & 
chips from nearby The Bay Fish Co!

THE HUTTS 
& DALYELLUP BEACH
Off the beach or in your boat, this 
is a great fishing option. The Hutts 
actually got its name from old 
fishing huts that used to reside 
here. Be prepared to climb some 
stairs at Dalyellup.

BACK BEACH, BUNBURY
Back Beach is a fairly good shore-
fishing spot for Herring and Tailor. 
The odd Mulloway will also turn 
up, mainly at night in the deeper 
channels. Favourite spots are near 
Hungry Hollow and south-break 
wall. 

BUNBURY HARBOUR
The Bunbury Harbour is also a fairly 
good land based fishing spot, with 
the break-wall best for targeting 
Tailor and Mulloway. Inside the 
harbour the deep shipping channel 
can produce some big Mulloway 
particularly at night.

THE CUT
A popular land based fishing spot, 
the Cut in Bunbury produces Tailor, 
Herring, and Mulloway in summer. 
Fish off the on the rocks, jetty or 
from your boat.

LESCHENAULT INLET & 
ESTUARY
The Inlet produces Black Bream, 
Herring, Tailor, and Whiting. Lots of 
Blue Swimmer Crabs over summer, 
easily scooped up in a net. Good 
Yellowfin Whiting can be found 
around the floodgates. If you are 
crabbing with nets, use spleen. 

BUFFALO & BELIVEDERE 
BEACHES
Two very popular beach fishing 
areas (and beach 4WD) in the 
region. Buffalo Beach produces 
some nice Mulloway and you 
should be able to get Tailor in the 
late afternoon. A little further 
south is Beliverde. The beach 
is well known for Whiting, 
Herring, Skippy, Tailor, and 
Mulloway in the summer.

BINNINUP BEACH
A popular and reasonably 
sheltered seaside fishing 
destination, with a reef running 
parallel to the shore.  Beach fish-
ing is best with Tailor, Sand and 
Yellowfin whiting, Herring, Flat-
head and Flounder. Silver bream 
caught all year round and the odd 
Mulloway is not uncommon. Those 
in the know say the beach north of 
the boat ramp (about 1.5km) after 
a rocky stretch is best. Fishing is 
also good in a boat - try for 
Dhufish, Baldchin groper, Skippy, 
Pink Snapper, Nanagai and the 
occasional large King George 
Whiting. There is a general store 
for your Fishing bait and appetite 
needs.

MYALUP BEACH  
Fish off the beach or jump in your  
4WD. Myalup is a relaxed, sleepy 
hollow and a fisherman’s dream.
Common varieties of fish caught in 
the summer months include  
Tailor, Sand and Yellowfin 
whiting, Herring, Flounder, 
Gardies, Flathead, and small Shark. 
Silver bream are caught all year 
round and the odd Mulloway is not 
uncommon. Grab your bait from 
the local kiosk.

COLLIE RIVER 
River fishing is best in winter, when 
the systems are flowing, but 
you can still score a great catch. 
From Leschenault Estuary flats up 
to Treendale Road are 
countless snags and deep holes 
which hold good numbers of Black 
Bream and even Mulloway (in 
deep holes), as well as a few giant 
Herring, while farther upstream 
it offers Redfin Perch (active in 
summer) and Trout (less likely in 
summer). Surface fishing for Redfin 
Perch can be very exciting, look 
for insects and over hanging tree 
branches to cast surface poppers. 
Small hard body minnows fish well 
for Bream.

FISHING 
SPOTS IN 
THE #BG 14

BLACKWOOD RIVER 
BOYUP BROOK
Fishing the Blackwood River isn’t prevalent, particularly 
in the summer months, but you can often find some good 
cobbler. Try Asplin Siding with track leading down to the 
river (you can bring your caravan here too!), Jaynes Bridge, 
and the less accessible Willinarrup, 3 kms from Boyup 
Brook. 

BLACKWOOD RIVER 
BALINGUP
Head to the Wrights Bridge Campsite approximately 11km 
south west of Balingup, on the Balingup-Nannup road. Best 
from late winter to early summer when the river is flowing 
strongly. Fish for Cobbler and Trout, plus marron in season.

It’s short and sweet - Marron Season is 
open between 12 noon on January 8th 
and closes 12 noon February 5th. 

COLLIE REGION
When fishing restrictions apply (until the 15 December), 
the good news is some exceptions apply in the Collie and 
Donnybrook regions. 

Wellington Dam and Glen Mervyn Dam are open for 
freshwater angling all year round. However, fishing in the 
streams, brooks and tributaries flowing into those dams is 
prohibited during the closed freshwater angling season.

The Collie River Catchment covers 3000km2 and includes 
the Wellington Dam  and is made up of several tributaries 
including Collie River East, Collie River South, Bingham 
River, Brunswick River, Gervase River, Hamilton River, 
Harris River, Ironstone Gully, Silver Wattle Gully, Worsley 
River, Riches Gully and Mill Brook. 

FIND THE EXCLUSIVE CATCH

Crabbing in the 
Leschenault Estuary
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ANIMAL PLAYTIME

57. 
SWIM ON THE WILDSIDE WITH DOLPHINS
Bunbury is home to an array of Bottlenose dolphins that spend their days - frolicking, playing, 
sleeping and feeding.  Not a bad life! 

Join the team at the Dolphin Discovery Centre for an intimate swim with wild dolphins in their 
natural environment. This tour is their most popular and exhilarating experience. 

Accompanied by an experienced guide and trained volunteers you will venture into the open 
waters of Koombana Bay. Depending on dolphin sightings you will be guided into the water 
where the dolphins may elect to initiate interaction with the swimmers. 

As they are wild dolphins interaction cannot be guaranteed. An award-winning tour guaranteed 
to thrill. Bookings essential. 

If you’re not keen on getting wet, take a 1.5 hour Dolphin Eco Cruise within Koombana Bay. The 
vessel provides an excellent viewing platform designed to get you as close as possible to the 
dolphins so you can say ‘hi to flipper’. 

58. 
VACAY WITH YOUR BEST 
FRIEND - AKA YOUR PET

DOGGY TIME 

Don’t pay exuberant kennel fees - bring your 
best friend on a vacay too! See a BG Visitor 
Centre for information on the array of dog-
friendly beaches and parks where you can play. 

Many of our cafes will welcome your four-legged 
friend (with water bowls and often a treat 
available - #BG’s Jack Russell loves the bacon bits 
she regularly receives at Ocean 205 Bunbury!) 
and we also have some accommodation options 
too.

HORSING AROUND
There are not many places you can take your horse 
for a beach ride and BG is home to one of them.
Before 9am, Forrest Beach, south of Peppermint 
Grove Beach, is the place to go with a lovely long 
stretch of beach for galloping and pristine water 
if he or she is up for a dip. This is a favourite place 
for trainers in the area too. Your horse will love you 
forever!

Above: Dolphin Discovery Centre and City of Bunbury
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FRESH WATER
ADVENTURE 
Splash about in swmming holes and fresh 
water lakes for your next water-baby 
adventure 

FIND A SUPER SIZED PINK 
FLAMINGO FLOATY AND HEAD 
FOR THE HILLS. WHILE YOUR 
FRIENDS ARE GETTING COVERED 
IN SALT AT THE BEACH, YOU’LL 
BE FLOATING IN A WORLD OF 
FRESH WATER SERENITY.

61. 
SHINE LIKE A 
BLACK DIAMOND
Rated as one of WA’s Top 10 Instagram spots, a trip 
to Black Diamond Lake near Collie is a must with its 
vibrant, blue waters creating a photo frenzy. Black 
Diamond is best experienced on a clear, sunny day 
with the light creating some of the bluest water you 
will ever see. It was formerly an open cut mine site 
that ceased operation in the 1950s – so check the 
water quality before diving in! 

Otherwise, it’s perfect for a dip, SUP, canoeing and 
kayaking. The lake has also become extremely 
popular with visitors bringing inflatable floats, 
because who wouldn’t want to simply lay back and 
enjoy the beauty?

59.  
HONEYMOON POOL 
Find a friend to drop you upstream from 
Honeymoon Pool and then float down the beautiful 
Collie River. You may encounter some rocky parts - 
dependant on rainfall and dam releases - but that 
just adds to the fun.  Be prepared to be invigorated - 
even in summer the water is cool and refreshing. 
Honeymoon Pool itself is a wide pool in the river 
surrounded by graceful peppermints, and Jarrah and 
Marri forest. Sunbake on the wooden platform or 
find your inner child and try out the swinging rope. 
Honeymoon Pool is thought to be named by 
WWII soldiers (it was a base camp for army training), 
who found several couples camped on their  
honeymoons.

60.  
DAMS BIG AND SMALL
Dams come in abundance and all shapes and 
sizes in the BG. To your right is Glen Mervyn - 
surrounded by forest and away from everywhere 
in the picturesque Preston Valley. Note: this is the 
dam where locals go. Be warned - on weekends it 
explodes with waterskiers. 

L A K E S ,  D A M S  &  R I V E R S

take a dip

Above: Meet fabulous instagrammers - @kaseyjago and @seansmith. Left: @Dronesanddragons
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62. SEEK OUT THE NEW MTB TRAILS
The #BG is quickly becoming a hub for whirling MTB groups. The existing single 
tracks and the Munda Biddi Trail are already hot spots for adventurers on two-
wheels (Ed note - runners love it too), but new trails are quickly popping up too. 

This month, leading MTB trail design and construction company, Common 
Ground Trails will complete the new Collie Town Trails - a fun and easy flow trail 
on the edge of the town centre. The trail is designed around a key beginner 
classification spine trail linking Soldiers Park to Reserve 15783. Connecting 
loops, ranging from beginner to intermediate, will provide a variety of riding 
experiences. All loops can be ridden as a circuit without crossing or doubling 
back which is advantageous for racing formats.

Next head to the nearby Arklow Trail. Accessed via the Munda Biddi trail the 
local favourites of Dead Cat and Rays Trail are part of this network. There is also 
a collection of forest access trails that allow a leisurely ride on mellow trails. 
Afterwards, trek 100 metres to Harris River Estate Winery & Brewery.  Don’t 
have gear? Hire a bike from the Kiosk in the Dam in the Wellington National 
Park and tackle the nearby Mount Lennard Tracks or pick up a bike at 
CranknCycles in Collie where the guys know everything there is about bikes and 
the trails around Collie. A little further south in Lowden, MTB guru’s Cycletrek 
will also hire you a bike to tackle their trails through beautiful Jarrah Forest. 

True fanatics should spend a day at WA’s premier, private MTB park, Linga Longa 
near Balingup. Its awesome facilities are loved by those in the know and it also 
recently played host to the 2017 WA Gravity Enduro State Championships.

Left: TV Survivor contestant, @
lachlangilbert tackling the trails in 
the Ferguson Valley. 

63. 
TICK ONE 
OFF THE 
BUCKET 
LIST
The Bibbulmun Track 
has long since been an 
Australian MUST DO 
hiking experience. Taking 
you through the 
regions of Harvey, Collie, 
Donnybrook and down to 
Balingup over four to 
five days (depending on 
your level of fitness)...it’s 
your pack, stunning 
surrounds, and a lot of 
alone time with your 
thoughts. 

During summer, we 
suggest taking the Collie 
to Balingup section that 
passes past Glen Mervyn 
Dam. It’s a great place to 
cool off or just watch the 
sunlight reflect off the 
ripples.

O U T D O O R  A D V E N T U R E S

take the challenge

65. QUARY CAPERS
Abseil down Wellington Dam 
Quary, an amphitheatre of sheer walls 
of solid granite up to 20 metres high. 
Marvel at the massive expanse of water 
and surrounding forest as you descend.  
Or put on your climbing gear and take 
an ascent approach. (Note bookings and fees 

apply).

Image Below: Michelle Foong - Abseiling at Wel-
lington Dam Quary. See her blog, michellefoong.
com for more extraordianry images. 

64. PADDLE AWAY
There are so many paddling options to choose from in the #BG. Start your 
canoeing adventure at Lake Brockman or Logue Brook Dam near Harvey. 
For a pleasant day’s flatwater paddle surrounded by bush and farmland, visit the 
Harvey Weir. 

Canoeing and kayaking in the Wellington National Park offer something for 
everyone, whether its tranquil tree-lined stretches of the Wellington Dam or 
the most lively sections of the Collie River. Other places to take a paddle include 
Stockton Dam, Minninup Pool (a #BG favourite spot), Black Diamond Lake, and 
Glen Mervyn Dam.

If river paddling is more your style, the Honeymoon Pool Kayak Trail is a 3km 
loop perfect for tackling in a weekend.  Or hire canoes in Boyup Brook and 
venture along the majestic Blackwood River.

For wide river paddling head to the Collie River at Eaton. Launch at Pelican Point 
and paddle up stream to some open farmland areas. Take a rod to see whether 
there are any bream around.

Go canoeing up and down the Capel River from Mallokup Bridge – canoe up 
to the Capel Vale Winery (where you can have a sneakie wine) or down to the 
mouth of the river at Peppermint Grove Beach.
 
Closer to the ocean again is the magnificent Leschenault Estuary and Inlet 
surrounding Australind, Eaton and Bunbury. The Estuary is 13.5 kms in length, so 
there is plenty of protected (though then wind can pick up - kite surfers love it) 
open water to get your stroke in. The Inlet is a diverse eco-system and home to 
the southern most mangroves in WA. 

If the swell is up, head for paddle-surf at Koombana Bay and a play with the 
local dolphins (please remember wildlife interaction distance restrictions). 
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FOR THOSE 
WHO LOVE TO 

CELEBRATE

It’s the silly season in the #BG. Christmas 
cheer, partying the NY’s eve night away, and 

then celebrating all things Oz. 

66. 
CHRISTMAS CHEER IN THE CITY
On Sunday 10 December 2017, Bunbury CBD will come alive for the City of Bunbury 
Christmas in the City Carols Concert event. Free to attend, this highly anticipated 
event runs from 3pm – 8.30pm and combines the Festival, Street Parade, and Carols 
Concert. The event features food and market stalls, entertainment and activities for 
community members of all ages. 

The festival will host different ‘zones’ which are free to the community and will 
include an artificial ice rink, Candy Land (food based workshops), Rudolph’s Barn 
(petting zoo), Snow Land (marquee with artificial snow) and Santa’s Village (meet 
Santa and Mrs Clause). There will also be food vendors and market stalls selling 
their wares.

The Street Parade then begins at 5.30pm and travels through Bunbury’s CBD. 
Spectators can line the streets to watch the festively decorated floats, vehicles and 
groups pass by.  Finishes approximately 6.45pm.  The Street Parade will also be 
streamed on the big screen on stage at the Graham Bricknell Music Shell.

A new and exciting activity to be included this year is an artificial ice-skating rink.

The Carols Concert kicks off at 7pm and features a line-up of local groups and indi-
viduals performing classic and modern Christmas themed songs and carols. People 
are able to sit and relax while having the opportunity to sing along with the assis-
tance of lyrics on the LED screen on stage, or by reading along with the lyric booklet 
provided free of charge. As the sun sets, the crowd will be able to light up their 
battery operated candles which are available to purchase for a gold coin donation, 
and all funds raised go towards local community groups (chosen closer to the event 
date). Carols will finish at 8.30pm.

Get into the City early, more than 15,000 patrons attend.

C H R I S T M A S  C H E E R

be jolly

67. CAROLS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

COUNTRY CAROLS 
BOYUP BROOK
Held on the first Friday in 
December, the Boyup Brook 
Community Christmas 
Celebrations are the perfect 
country town way to celebrate 
the festive season. Get your 
vocal chords ready for the 
Christmas carols, your 
stomach ready for the sausage 
sizzle, bouncy castle, ice 
creams and of course Santa.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT 
THE AMPHITHEATRE, 
DONNYBROOK
Grab a candle and get into 
the Christmas spirit at the 
Donnybrook Lions Christmas 
Carols in the beautiful 
Donnybrook Amphitheatre 
on 20 December. P.S If you’ve 
been good, Santa may visit 
you too!

CAROLS AT THE 
SHELL, COLLIE
The week before, attend 
Carols at the Shell for a 
traditional sing-along. Sunday, 
December 10 at 6.30pm with 
a sausage sizzle, drinks and ice 
creams on sale.

COMMUNITY CAROLS, 
BALINGUP
Bring a picnic blanket and 
torch to the Balingup 
Community Carols at the 
Balingup Memorial on 
Tuesday, 19 December, 7pm.

YABBERUP HALL 
CHRISTMAS TREE
There will be a Community 
Christmas Party and 
Sundowner on Saturday, 16 
December at Yabberup Hall. 
Bush Christmas Tree, games, 
carol singing, and  Santa and 
his helpers arrive on a fire 
engine! BYO food and drinks.  
Free drink and ice cream for 
the children.
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CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH CHEER, 
SHOPPING, FOOD, FUN, MUSIC, MORE 
FOOD AND MANY, MANY SANTAS IN 
THE #BG. 

69. 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS

If classic Christmas music on a balmy 
summer evening with a breathtaking view 
of Bunbury and the ocean, sounds idyllic 
then you’re in luck! The South West 
Philharmonic Orchestra present their 
annual Candlelight Christmas Concert in 
Ferguson Farmstay’s spectacular 
amphitheatre on 2 December at 6.30pm. 

Conducted by the esteemed David Pye with 
talented Soprano Nerida Mangano, and 
supported by SWOClets (a branch of the 
South West Opera Company catering for 
school-aged children). Order a hamper and 
bring a picnic blanket. Adult - $35, Children 
& Concession - $25.

The South West Philharmonic Orchestra
Collie Pageant

68. 
PAGEANT LOVE
Come along to the biggest Christmas pageant in the South 
West and join in the old-time Christmas spirit, on Saturday, 16 
December in Collie. 

Christmas isn’t Christmas without watching the Street 
parade. Next, head to the markets at 1pm for gourmet food 
and drink, knick knacks, beauty products, and artisan products. 
Then check out the event favourite - Santa’s Grotto (starts 
4pm). Ladybird Fairies and Green Dragon are back for this 
year’s pageant, along with juggling duo Bizircus Stilt Walking 
Super Beings and then the Flaming Idiots in the Music Shell. 
Kids can try out their skills on the Radrock Climbing Wall, High 
Rope Course and Stunt Jump, or work their way through the 
side show. Hidden Talent will keep your ears entertained with 
amazing local performers at various locations throughout the 
afternoon and evening. The pageant begins at 6pm. 
Subdividers will perform in the Music Shell from 8pm to 
10.30pm.

P.S - the day before head to the Collie Art Gallery between 
12.30-4pm for a Christmas Craft Workshop. Suitable for kids 
between 8-12 years. 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

C H R I S T M A S  C H E E R

be jolly

At Treendale Shopping Centre, Australind meet Zing 
the cheeky elf on 2 December. Each Saturday morning 
in December she will be running kids craft workshops. 
Santa will arrive in store on 20-23 December.

Santas’s coming to the Donnybrook Recreation Centre 
Christmas Roller Disco, Friday 8 December from 6pm to 
7.30pm. Dress up in your favourite Christmas outfit. The 
DJ, Santa Clause – Dave will play a great range of music 
and there are supervised ‘roller games’ on the night to 
keep even the most active kids entertained! This is a 
family and primary school-aged event. BYO your own 
blades or skates or use a pair available at the Centre.
$5 per head or $16 for a family.

70. 
SANTA’S COMING 
Santa and his friends are coming to a Shopping Centre in 
the #BG. 

Join Eaton Fair on Friday 1 December for a night under 
the stars at their 2017 Christmas Carnival! Be 
entertained from 2pm by live Christmas music from 
Festival Brass and The BelCanto Singers followed by 
Santa, magicians, fire twirlers, contortionists and much 
more. Don’t miss out on the annual lighting of the 
Christmas tree and fireworks finale.

On 2 December, he will arrive at the Bunbury Centre 
Point Shopping Centre with the Santa’s Arrival Parade 
kicking Christmas off at 11am. You don’t want to miss 
this one with the kids! 

Visit Bunbury Forum this festive season to meet Santa in 
his Enchanted Forest. Don’t forget, if you’ve been good 
Santa may have a present just for you.
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VODIM & FRIENDS
Do you love fashion and shopping or need a 
night out with your girlfriends? Join Vodim and 
Friends of Vodim for a one night only celebration 
of shopping and Christmas cheer. Plus it’s a great 
cause with proceeds going to Southwest Friends 
of Cancer Council WA Brain Cancer Research. 
Tickets are $15 per person, and include a glass 
of sparkling or wine, grazing table and giftbag. 
Thursday, 7 December at 6pm. 

P.S After a hard day’s shopping, head out to 
celebrate the festive season. Don’t miss the 
Rose Hotel’s Xmas Party Sundowner on Friday 
23 December. Santa’s coming to give presents, 
and you can sip $10 Toblerone cocktails all night.

71. FIND A HAND-CRAFTED, 
UNIQUE GIFTS THAT WILL 
MAKE YOU THE BEST 
PRESENT GIVER - EVER! 

VILLAGE AUSTRALIND CHRISTMAS MARKETS
Can’t think of present ideas or maybe you just want to spoil 
yourself, be inspired at the Village Australind Christmas 
Markets on December 9th. There will be plenty of choices with 
over 20 stalls and counting. All stores are local small businesses 
with amazing products to offer. There will be entry gifts, local art 
on show, workshops and lots more! Open 12pm-5pm with Santa 
paying a visit from 3-4 pm.
 

ARTISAN FAYRE
On the December 2, Victoria Street in Bunbury will be awash 
with vibrancy, and festive cheer as the street is closed to traffic 
and artisan stalls, entertainers, and local vendors take to the 
street for the Victoria Street Artisan Fayre. The street will be 
closed between Symmons Street and Clifton Street from 3pm 
to 9pm to allow for the markets to set up shop in the centre of 
the road. High-quality artisans have been invited to promote 
their wares and a selection of Victoria Street vendors will remain 
open allowing the perfect opportunity to find a unique gift for 
loved ones and grab a bite to eat. Roving and static 
performances will add to the festive atmosphere providing 
family-friendly entertainment to all who attend. 

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
12 Days of Christmas offers Bunbury Regional Art Gallery 
(BRAG) audiences the chance to purchase unique handmade 
works by local artists and craftspeople. This year’s exhibition 
features works by 24 artists across mediums including 
printmaking, painting, jewellery, woodwork, photography, 
ceramics, textiles and more. It’s the perfect opportunity to pick 
up some truly special Christmas gifts for your family and friends, 
while supporting South West artists at the same time. All works 
purchased from this exhibition will be available to take home 
at the time of purchase, so they can be wrapped and ready 
for your Christmas celebrations. Open 9 December 2017  to 6 
January 2018 from 10am - 4pm. Exhibition Opening Friday, 8 
December, at 6pm.  

MARKETS IN THE ARCADE
Head to the Central Arcade Bunbury for Markets in the 
Arcade on December 17th. Great local product will abound. 

There’s no need to 
cook this Christmas. 
Relax and enjoy time 
with your friends and 
family without the 
stress of cooking or 
cleaning up!

72. 
GO OUT FOR A 
CHRISTMAS FEAST 

SANCTUARY GOLF RESORT
Join the team at the Sanctuary Golf Resort on 
Christmas Day for a family feast with all the trimmings. 
Meat lovers will have choice of maple glazed ham, loin 
of pork or traditional roast turkey breast. A buffet of 
seafood and assorted mini desserts including 
traditional pudding will also have you licking your lips. 
Adults $145, Children (8-14) $65, Children (4-7) $40, 
Children under 3 free. Don’t feel like driving - why don’t 
you stay the night and play a round of golf too. 

HOTEL LIGHTHOUSE & BASALT 
RESTAURANT AND BAR
Be jolly and take the load off this Christmas Day at the 
Basalt Restaurant & Bar, Quality Hotel Lighthouse 
Bunbury. They have three different meal options to 
choose from; a breakfast buffet, traditional Christmas 
lunch buffet with all the trimmings and gifts for the 
children, or an exquisite limited a la carte menu 
prepared by the Executive Chef in the Basalt 
Restaurant. #BG’s favourites from the menu include 
NW Scallop, crispy ham hock, pea puree, sauce vierge 
or traditional plum pudding, Brandy sauce, macerated 
Donnybrook cherries with nougatine ice-cream.

HOTEL LORD FORREST
All your Christmases have come at once with this 
ah-mazing Christmas Day Lunch Buffet. It will be a 
seafood indulgence with freshly shucked oysters, king 
prawns, chilli and garlic mussels, and smoked slamon. 
Traditional Christmas fare is not forgotten with roast 
turkey breast, apricot and pistachio stuffing and 
cranberry jelly. Finish off with steamed Christmas 
pudding and Brandy anglaise and much more. $120 pp 
or $50 for Children under four eat free.

SMALL’S BAR
Savour a magnificent showcase of local produce at 
Small’s Bar in Eaton, where you will enjoy a buffet of 
menu favourites with a few special treats. Adults $80, 
5-12 years $30 and kids under 5 eat free. Open 11am-
4pm. 



58 59

PARTY IN THE NEW YEAR

BRING IN THE NEW YEAR
It’s time to part-ee, and celebrate New Year’s Eve as it should. 
And at the end of the night you get a midnight makeout-sesh with 

the person to your left.

5 fun-filled ways to 

PARTY AT ONE OF 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
RESTAURANTS
Foodies - your New Year’s Eve 
must-do event is the Hawkers Feast at 
legendary restaurant, Market Eating 
House in Bunbury. The sesnsation menu 
will take on a South East Asian flavour  
and will definitely be worth the taxi fare!

If dancing the night away with great 
food and fab beverages is your style, 
then head to the Funkee Monkee Eatery 
and Bar in Victoria Street, Bunbury. Two 
dance floors, with a live band and DJ ,will 
keep you entertained. Tickets are $125 
and include a 4 hour beverage package of 
wine and beer, plus canapes. Or lash-out 
on the $165 package and sip cocktails and 
spirits instead. Doors open at 9pm (31st) 
to 1.30am (1st).

KICK UP YOUR HEELS 
BY THE BEACH
Picture it- sunset, beach and lots of 
sparkling. Vat 2 is proud to present their 
NYE Party! Karma will be keeping the 
dance floor alive with Old School Hits.
$65 per head includes an arrival glass of 
bubbles, canapes and a certainty that it 
will be a night to remember. Early bird 
tickets are $50 for the first 100 then $65 
after that.

FIRE UP WITH 
FIREWORKS
For a family-friendly New Year’s Eve 
with fast-paced harness racing and an 
explosion of fireworks, then spend the 
night at Donaldson Park. More than 
4000 people are expected to attend this 
Bunbury Trotting Club event. 

Operating for decades, it’s a popular 
choice for locals and visitors. Bring a 
picnic rug and sit out on the lawn to 
soak up the atmosphere. The main race 
feature is the $15K New Years Eve Cup. 
Gates open at 5pm, 31 December, with 
festivities finishing at 12.30am on the 
1 January 2018. 
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PARTY AT A PUB 
The Rose Hotel in Bunbury NY’s Eve parties are legendary. Open until 2am, free entry, drinks 
specials and DJ music to dance the night away. Or book a table in their restaurant and celebrate 
New Years in style.

At the Burlington Hotel (aka The Burly), Bunbury, live band Off the Wall will help you welcome the 
New Year. Doors open at 9pm to 2am.

The Crown Hotel in Collie also knows how to throw a great NY Eve party.

CELEBRATE CARNIVAL
Join the Sanctuary Golf Resort for their 
Rio Carnival Party. Go general (entry only) 
or splash out for VIP tickets which include 
a buffet dinner and reserved seating for 
the event. Dance the year away with live 
music from The Platinum Project. The 
buffet dinner for VIP ticket holders begins 
at 6pm. Doors open for all ticket holders at 
7pm until 1am. Forget about the hassle of 
designated drivers, or hanging around for a 
taxi, by booking a room too.
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#BG
@anthonybenesse 
at Vat2 NY Eve
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FAMILY TIME  
O U T  I N 
THE #BG

Hit the road: gather the kids, pack your bags and 

head to one of these destinations in the BG that are 

fun for young and old, From beaches to zoos - there 

is something for everyone.

HEAD TO AN AUSTRALIA DAY 
BREAKFAST, GO FOR A BBQ, 
EAT A PIE, BECOME AN AUSSIE, 
WRAP YOURSELF UP IN AN 
AUSTRALIAN FLAG, AND ENJOY 
EVERYTHING ABOUT OZ!

BOYANUP
The Boyanup Lions will be hosting an Australia Day 
Breakfast at Fettlers Park, opposite the Boyanup 
Tavern from 7am until 10am.  The event is supported 
by the Boyanup Volunteer Bushfire Brigade and there 
will be live and recorded music.

HARVEY
An Australia Day Breakfast will be held at the Harvey 
Recreation and Cultural Centre from 7am with 
entertainment, a naturalisation ceremony, citizen of 
the year awards and face painting. Cost Adults $5 
and $2 for children under 12 years.

DONNYBROOK, KIRUP & BALINGUP
Free community breakfasts will be held at Apex Park 
in Donnybrook, the Village Green in Balingup and the 
Memorial Park in Kirup from 8am. It’s also time to 
recognise Community Citizenship Award winners.

88.  
CELEBRATE AUSTRALIA 
DAY IN THE #BG

BOYUP BROOK
Head to Boyup Brook’s Australia Day Celebrations 
for a flag-raising ceremony, a free cooked breakfast, 
entertainment, and presentation of the Australia Day 
Awards. 

BUNBURY (SEE SKYFEST FESTIVAL)
The day begins at 6.30am with the Australia Day 
Fundraising Breakfast in Bicentennial Square, 
followed by the Bunbury Runner’s Club Fun Run and 
the Mayor’s Community Awards, before heading to 
Skyfest celebrations.

COLLIE
On the 26 January, the Australia Day Parade, 
Award Ceremony and breakfast activities are set to 
commence at 7am. There will be music in 
Central Park and the Lions of Collie will be cooking 
up a storm with breakfast available for $5 per person 
immediately after the official proceedings.

O Z  D AY

 have a BBQ

DARDANUP, EATON, BUREKUP
Australia Day breakfasts are held at three locations 
within the Shire of Dardanup. At the Eaton Foreshore 
from 7.30am, presented by the Eaton and Millbridge 
Lions Clubs. It will include Community Citizen of the 
Year presentation, live entertainment and children’s 
activities. Plus, Carramar Park in Dardanup from 
8am. Presented by the Dardanup Lions Club & 
Dardanup & Districts Residents Association. Or at 
the Burekup District Hall from 7am. Presented by 
the Burekup & Districts Country Club. Breakfast BBQ 
for a gold coin donation. Bring your own chairs and 
picnic blankets. 



62 63

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS

TACKLE AUSTRALIA’S 
BIGGEST FREE ENTRY 
PLAYGROUND 
The Apple Fun Park in the 
heart of Donnybrook has play 
equipment for all ages – 
toddlers to teenagers. Toddler 
and pre-schooler areas that 
include lots of low ride-on 
animals, kiddie swings, climbing 
and slide areas. Older kids will 
love the four-level towers with 
slides, rope bridges and flying 
foxes, low rock climbing walls, 
swings and a spacenet, and two 
9.5 m towers. 

If you prefer indoors, head to the 
new Crocs Play Centre in Bunbury. 

HORSE RIDE THROUGH 
PICTURESQUE BUSHLAND
Beryl’s Riding School offers rides 
through 80 acres of picturesque 
land between Collie and Boyup 
Brook. Trail rides start from $50 
per person or they also run School 
Holiday Camps from $130 per day.

JUMP AT GRAVITY
At Gravity in Dalyellup, bounce, 
tumble, balance, flip and fly your 
way around 1800 sqm of high 
energy vertical insanity. 

MEET THE DINGO PUPS
Get up close and personal with 
wildlife at Bunbury Wildlife Park 
including two dingo pups. Take 
a selfie with kangaroos, feed the 
parrots or meet the reptiles. The 
Wildlife Park is adjacent to a fun 
children’s playground and the 
Big Swamp Wetland.

FLY THROUGH THE AIR 
On our southern border, is 
Forest Adventures South West, 
an aerial flying fox adventure 
park set in the beautiful Tuart 
Forest. Minimum age 7 years.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN

79. KEEP THE KIDS ENTERTAINED THIS SUMMER

FIND THE 
GINGERBREADHOUSE
Your kids can decorate Ginger-
bread men while you sit back 
and indulge in all their fabulous  
delights at The Gingerbread 
House in Boyanup. You get 2 
pieces of gingerbread, an icing 
pen and lots of decorations for 
only $12! Check availability.

TAKE A SPLASH
Kids with love the Collie’s 
Central Park Water and 
Adventure Playground this 
summer. It features ground sprays 
operating at random intervals 
to delineate  various zones and 
“water rooms” and to keep kids 
guessing about which spray will 
come on next. 

Or check out the new water 
activities play area on the new 
Koombana Foreshore (opening 
this summer).

DISCOVER THE 
WHIMSCIAL GNOME 
VILLAGE
Gnomesville in the Ferguson 
Valley will keep kids entertained 
for ages, and the best part - it’s 
free. It is estimated that there are 
now more than 5000 different 
gnomes living in Gnomesville, 
and this number is continuously 
growing.

SEEK LICKING GOOD 
INDULGENCES
For lip-smacking indulgence, try 
the ever-popular Mars Gelato at 
The Creamery Bunbury or head 
to Morris Lane Taffys, where kids 
can create imaginative creations. 

Happy Circle Donuts in Collie or 
Lady Marmalade in Kirup will also 
keep stomachs happy.

HAVE A FARM 
EXPERIENCE
For the ultimate overnight farm 
experience, Ferguson Farmstay 
offers a plethora of farm 
activities including feeding the 
animals (from cows, goats to 
kangaroos, pony rides, take a 
tractor ride to feed the cows. 

In Balingup, kids will love to stay 
at Balingup Heights or Lewana 
Cottages. 

Toward Harvey is Blue Hills 
Farmstay who also offer pony 
rides, egg collecting, yabbie 
catching and more. 

PRETEND YOU’RE 
THOMAS THE TANK
On the 4th Sunday of the 
month the South West Rail & 
Heritage Centre in Boyanup opens 
its doors with a special theme each 
time. You can view the historic 
trains and carriages. See the Capel 
Men’s Shed and the blacksmiths 
working in the traditional way.

JOIN BUNBURY SUMMER 
SCHOOL
Bunbury’s massive Summer 
School program runs from the 
8-20 January with music, dance, 
drama, culture, health living and 
body movement activities, with a 
combination of free and paid 
workshops. Pick up a program at 
the Bunbury Visitor Centre.

SKATE AWAY
Throw on some skates at The 
Rink Bunbury for a general 
skating session or take some 
lessons. Or join the Friday Night 
SK8 between 6-7.30pm for $12 
plus $3 hire.

KIDS FRIENDLY STAY
The BG oozes family-friendly 
properties. But if you want to go 
somewhere and not move you 
can’t go past Discovery Parks. 
Their Bunbury Village 
entertains kids with bouncing 
pillow, playground, mini golf, 
swimming pool and if all else 
fails, the essential free wifi for 
your teenages.  

If you prefer your kids to have a 
more natural experience, head 
to Wellington Forest Cottages. 
The accommodation is rustic, 
the food awesome and the kids 
can roam with the kangaroos, 
run through the forest and toast 
marshmallows on an open fire. 
Or see a BG Visitor Centre for 
more recommendations.

BOYANUP BOWL BASH
On the 9 December, older kids 
can head to the Boyanup Bowl 
Bash. The aim of the event is to 
encourage and inspire all to get 
into skate parks on their roller-
skates. Live music throughout.

FUN THINGS 
TO DO WITH KIDS 
IN THE BG 15
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WHERE LOVE  
IS FOUND

Do you want a wedding with personality, and filled with 
the things and people you love? Find venues that will 
warm your heart and deliver your day without a hitch.  

It’s time to get wed in the Bunbury Geographe... 

“Love isn’t something you 
find. Love is something that 

finds you.” 
Loretta Young
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80. 
FIND AN AH-MAZING 
PLACE IN THE #BG TO 
GET MARRIED

WITH OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD VIEWS
Ferguson Farmstay’s Amphitheatre has views for miles 
- on a good day you can see across the hills and ocean, 
all the way to Busselton. Throw in beautiful lawns and 
gardens, over 1,000 roses, a 500-seat amphitheatre, 
a reception centre, and you have the perfect setting for 
your dream wedding.

Edith Valley is a  secluded, private property just 
25 minutes from Bunbury, in the Roeland Hills. This 
unique, purpose-built venue overlooks an incredible, 
man-made, freshwater lake with captivating undulating 
views beyond.
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WEDDINGS &  ROMANCE

say I do

OOZING HISTORY
The oldest farm in the district, Alverstoke circ 1841 
offers the ultimate barn wedding experience. Located 
in the heart of dairy country near Brunswick, it’s
surrounded by lush green hills.  The historic buildings 
including a hundred-year-old barn which can seat 
up to 80 guests. There’s a heritage rose garden with 
a collection of over 200 roses, as well as an orchard 
of pear and olive trees creating a perfect setting for 
your wedding photos. 

The Old Thomson Brook Church (formerly an 
Anglican Church) is a historic small church building 
surrounded by natural bush and rolling hills just 
south of Donnybrook. Finished in 1909 with red 
bricks handmade on site and jarrah trimmings, it's 
fab for those looking for a slice of vintage.

SURROUNDED BY GARDENS
For the ultimate garden wedding with a relaxed 
country atmosphere head to Jalbrook near Balingup.  
With accommodation onsite your guests won’t have 
to walk far to find a bed. Beware, an Alpaca may join 
the wedding photos.

I DO, I DO, I DO

BY THE WATER
With kilometres of untouched beaches, 
there is a special place in the #BG for 
you to tie the knot. Prefer something 
with facilities  - Bunbury’s VAT2 and 
Koombana Bay Sailing Club are 
favourite venues.

Other ocean views in Bunbury include 
Back Beach Cafe, Aristos, the Parade 
Hotel, the Bayview Bar, Mesa by Casella
If a tranquil lake is more your setting, in 
addition to Edith Valley, brides should 
try Evedon Park Bush Retreat in the 
rolling hills of Burekup with a function 
centre for 150 guests.  Sanctuary Golf 
Resort’s stunning views down to a 
sparkling lake brimming with birdlife 
provides another the perfect backdrop 
and the Resort’s Bridal Suite is nearby.

WHERE YOUR CREATIVITY AND 
PERSONALISATION CAN SOAR
Get creative at Mornington Springs, a 
very private property nestled on 160 
acres with the panorama of forest. They 
are renowned for very cool country 
weddings. It’s also the perfect place to 
go wedding glamping, with Soul 
Camping regularly used for guests. 

For a small, intimate gathering of up 
to 60, try to super talented and ultra 
creative team at Happy Days Country 
Retreat. One of the owners is a chef, so 
the food is top notch too.

AMONG THE VINES
If you’ve always dreamed of saying I Do 
in a vineyard, St Aidans Winery is set in 
a picturesque boutique vineyard nestled 
in the heart of the Ferguson Valley. St 
Aidans has a beautiful alfresco open 
style reception centre which can seat 
150 guests comfortably. 

Other #BG favourite winery venues 
with fabulous food are Capel Vale and 
Hackersley Estate. Further north, Harris 
River Estate is another perfect wedding 
venue - personalise your own wine 
bottles and enter the wedding by horse.

Left - Happy Days Country Retreat. Right from 
top to bottom, Ferguson Farmstay, Back Beach 
Bunbury by Ferguson Valley Events, Koombana 
Bay Sailing Club - letters by Love Me Do. Image by 
Carter Rose.
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RUSTIC APPEAL
Wellington Forest is ideal for a rustic, forest wedding with awesome food. Get 
married under their massive fig tree and then party the night away (there’s no 
one for miles expect your guests).

Taking rustic and quirky to a whole new level is Harvey Dickson Music Centre - 
for a wedding no-one will forget!

FORMAL HOTEL WEDDING
The majority of hotels in the Bunbury Geographe will cater for weddings, with 
Hotel Lord Forrest, The Rose and Hotel Lighthouse most popular.

THOSE EXTRA SPECIAL TOUCHES
For wedding specialists that provide the next level of event and wedding style 
check out Ferguson Valley Events. BOS Tents and Events are a passionate 
husband and wife duo, based in Balingup, specialising in boutique, 
contemporary pop up events. Their fabulous styling and gorgeous Stretch Tents 
and Canopies from South Africa are a #BG fav. Becoming a stressed out bride? 
Contact KISS wedding planners. There are caterers galore, but if you are after 
long grazing tables Simply & Beautiful Catering or Tapa-licious Events Catering. 
For your love spelled out in letters, check out hiring company Love Me Do. If by 
Chance Travelling Bar and Miss BB Woody Van are the people to see for cute 
caravan bars with function and style. To get to your wedding in style try 
Chevrolet Limousines South West or FJ Holden Limo in Australind.

W E D D I N G S  &  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  

be loved

Left - Alverstock by Ferguson Valley Events. Right from top to bottom, Soul Camping @ 
Mornington Springs, If By Chance Travelling Bar @ Alverstock, Happy Days Country Retreat. 
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