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Let’s go wandering together...

80
MUST DO 
EXPERIENCES 
THIS SPRING IN THE 
#BG
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1. EXPERIENCE
ICONIC ART @ BRAG
Housed in a very distinct pink convent, 
BRAG is home to the largest collection 
of public art in Western Australia. 
The South West’s premier art gallery 
also offers a program of rotating art 
exhibitions. This spring, check out the 
John Austin: Survey II 1994-2017. 
Currently based in the South West, 
John Austin is a renowned Australian 
photographer known for working 
exclusively with fine silver-gelatine 
black and white prints. Survey II 1994-
2017 features a broad cross-section of 
his work.

2. SWEET CLASSICAL 
SOUNDS
Attend the cultural events of the 
season. Witness a sunset and symphony 
treat at the Philharmonic South 
West’s Spring Concert on the greens of 
Sanctuary Golf Resort, 16 September. 
The Orchestra, under conductor David 
Pye, will take you on a scintillating 
journey from the formal dances of 
the French Court to the gypsy camps. 
Performers of the Sol y Sombra Spanish 
Dance Company and Azzura Belly Dance 
will add colour to the program.

On November 18, the South West 
Opera Company presents Stars on 
Preston at the Donnybrook 
Amphitheatre. Bring the family and sip 
local wine under the stars while you are 
serenaded.

3. ABSORB GREAT TALENT
The talent and quality of productions are top notch at the Bunbury Regional 
Entertainment Centre (aka BREC). Our Top 4 picks for spring are….

The Glenn Miller Orchestra – the long-awaited return of the greatest big band of the 
1940s arrives direct from the USA. 

Yamato: the drummers of Japan – having performed 3500 shows in 53 countries, 
Yamato arrive in Australia for the first time, presenting a staggering display of physical 
strength and ferocious skill. The beat will fill your body! 

Carnival of The Animals  – the Circa Carnival comes to town with whimsical tales of 
creatures from land and sea, who tumble, fly, leap and spin their way through the 
many wondrous worlds of the animal kingdom. 

Justice Crew  – a hot ticket for Urban Pop lovers!  The eight-time ARIA nominees 
are back on the road this September, bringing their brand new show for 20 special 
performances across Australia for the ‘Kick Ons’ tour.

If you’ve resolved to increase your 

intake of ARTS & CULTURE this year, 

read on. From blockbuster shows to 

celebrations in small artist towns…

here’s where to start.

Be amazed at Carnival of The Animals @BREC

4. IT’S TIME TO SAY 
KONICHIWA AT THE JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL
The Japanese Film Festival is on again!  Thanks to its ties to Setagaya, Bunbury 
annually hosts the West Australian regional screenings of the Japanese Film 
Festival, the largest such festival in the world. Head to The Rose Hotel on 
28 -29 October for the best in Japanese film.

FOR CULTURE VULTURES

Time to  trade  in  bel ly-warming comfort 
food and the  cosy-as  h ideaways  of  winter 
for  spr ing’s  g lor ious  warm weather  and 
sunny days.

We uncover  not  only  the  th ings  you 
MUST DO,  but  WAYS TO SEE them 
and take  you deeper  into  the  soul  o f  the 
Bunbur y  Geographe  #BG. 

Not  interested  in  th ings  passé  and so  last 
year.  Then you,  TREND HUNTER,  wi l l 
want  to  take  note !   From pushing  your 
l imits  at  an  adventure  chal lenge  or 
unwinding  at  some of  the  best  spr ing 
fest iva ls ,  we  have  ever ything  you need  for 
a  supremely  lovely  spr ingt ime.

SEE THE #BG 
THIS SPRING

Cover images: Taj Kempe, Johanna Resta for Bunbury Markets and A Curious Road and Dixon & Smith, 
True Grit, Deonne Kirk @ CLICK for Collie River Valley, Lost Bills. Thank you to our local photographers 
and businesses for their support. 
Opposite: The Green Depot
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9. STEP BACK IN TIME 
AND UNRAVEL GOLD 
RUSH HISTORY
Donnybrook was a key town in the 
WA gold rush in the 1890s. 
Disappointed miners who remained 
after the excitement had died down 
turned their skills to grow fruit, while 
others recognised the beauty of the 
local sandstone. Wander through the 
streets of Donnybrook to unearth a 
beautiful array of historic stone 
buildings. The stone so spectacular it 
was also graces Perth’s GPO building 
and Federation Square in Melbourne.

10. EXPLORE BUILDINGS 
YOU NEVER KNEW WERE 
THERE
Unravel some of the cty’s most 
inspiring and intriguing buildings on the 
Bunbury Heritage Trail Walk. A must 
stop is the Bunbury Museum and 
Heritage Centre –  it’s brimming with 
the history of Bunbury in fun, personal 
and interactive displays. Moreover, a 
visit will make you smarter, which is 
great for your next highbrow dinner 
table conversation.

11. ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES AND ALL 
THINGS CRAFTY
Collectors, head to the Boyanup 
Antiques, Collectables & Craft Fair 
on 1-3 September. Seek out war 
memorabilia, antique jewellery, local 
craft tins, and much more. Continue 
your curiosities and collectables hunt 
at the nearby Quirky Den, a cute little 
shop with very reasonable prices. 
Getting hungry? #BG loves, French 
brocade store, Rustic French Living 
which is housed in a beautiful old 
church in Boyanup. Enjoy morning 
tea as you wander through its unique 
French finds.

A little further down the road, 
rummage through vintage finds and 
antiques at Gingergold’s Vintage for 
all things bold and beautiful, old and 
unusual. For the biggest, permanent 
display of arts, crafts and antiques, 
people ‘in the know’ head to The Old 
Cheese Factory in Balingup. 

12. BEAUTIFUL BEETLES 
AND BUTTERFLIES
Did you know the Boyup Brook Tourist 
Centre is home to the best collection 
of jewel beetles outside the British 
Museum of Natural History? The centre 
houses the famous Carnaby Collection 
of beetles and butterflies, curated by 
entomologist Keith Carnaby. It’s the 
only example of the Carnaby Collection 
remaining in Western Australia and is 
the only place in Australia where the 
collection can ba viewed by the general 
public. Not only rare, it’s pretty too!

FOR CULTURE VULTURES
If you’ve resolved to increase 

your intake of ARTS & CULTURE 

this year, read on. From block-

busting shows to celebrations in 

small artist towns…here’s where 

to start

5. 
Be A 
Diva
Have a bit of fun at the Diva 
Drag Queen Show on Saturday, 
2 September. Get set for an 
evening of fast-paced frivolity, 
disco beats and playful banter as 
the Divas strut their stuff in a night 
of hilarity, glitter and glamour at 
the Water’s Edge Cafe & 
Restaurant, Bunbury. Join the 
girls for dance-offs, games and 
costume changes.

6. ReDISCOVER 
Street Art
Rediscover the largest collection of 
street and public art in regional 
Australia. Canvases are everywhere 
you look in the #BG, which teems with 
vibrant street art. Spot everything 
from abstract, commissioned works, 
restaurant-themed façades and lots 
more in Bunbury. #BG loves the 
whimsical characters painted by 
leading WA artists on 20 electrical 
boxes scattered through the CBD. 
Grab a copy of the self-guided walking 
tour map by Six Two Three Zero at 
visitbunbury.com.au. Add to your 
street-art fetish by touring the 
surrounding hinterland towns, 
particularly Capel which is covered with 
awesome community generated murals 
and public art.

7. BE ARTY ON ABEL
Boyup Brook is home to some highly 
talented locals. See the best on display 
and in action at Art on Abel from 
23-25 September. Be sure to walk the 
ephemeral art trail with exhibition 
works reflecting the theme Out in the 
Elements.

8. FIND A SMALL 
GALLERY THAT 
PUNCHES ABOVE ITS 
WEIGHT
The Collie Art Gallery opened in 2015 
as a centre for art and artists. It was the 
first fit-for-purpose A-class gallery to be 
built since the Art Gallery of WA was 
opened in 1979. Through a passionate 
team and local support, it showcases a 
diverse exhibition program. This spring, 
don’t miss Periclesian Habits by 
West Australian printmaker, Leon 
Pericles. Leon has an impressive 
following, along with many notable art 
awards and has been featured in gallery 
exhibitions around the world. See his 
work from 6 October - 12 November. 
Later in the season, the gallery will host 
Big Sky Country by leading WA artist 
Di Talyor from 17 November to 
17 December. Di began her career at 
the age of 17 in Sydney, where she 
studied at the National Art School, 
since which she has experienced more 
than 40 years of drawing and painting, 
resulting in many prestigious exhibitions 
around Australia. 

Street art by Anya Brock @rediscoverbunbury

LIKE A 
HISTORIAN
Step into  the shoes of  a 
History  Detect ive  and 
unravel  the past  of  the 
#BG. 

Diva Drag Queen Show
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LIKE A FOODIE
You’ve been going ‘down south’ 
for years, so you think you 
have the food places covered. 
THINK AGAIN!  

Seek food destinations unknown in the #BG.

13. PLAN YOUR 
WEEKEND 
AROUND 
AN AH-MAZING 
RESTAURANT
Perthites that can sniff out a trend 
200 kilometres away are driving to 
Bunbury to eat at the Market Eating 
House. It’s the sort of place you plan 
your weekend around - the food is 
sublime, the service sensational, and 
the atmosphere relaxed and cosy.  
Before returning to his home town of 
Bunbury, Brenton Pyke (co-owner with 
his talented wife Bec) was the former 
head chef of George Calombaris’s Little 
Press & Cellar in Melbourne, and Perth 
CBD small bar Andaluz. Put your faith in 
the kitchen and order the Feed Me or 
Feed Me More menu – who doesn’t like 
a surprise. 

14. SIP YOUR WAY TO 
TURMERIC HEALTH
Turmeric lattes are one of the biggest 
trends of 2017 and the #BG dishes up 
some of the best. Find your much-
needed morning latte at Bunbury’s 
Plant Organic; it’s perfect with their 
home-made almond milk.  Closer to the 
harbour, The Townhouse also produces 
a mean edition. Head to Wagon 537 
in Collie for a fabulous turmeric or 
beetroot latte that matches perfectly 
with their vegan matcha raw bliss balls. 
For a bit of a kick, try a dirty turmeric 
latte and a beetroot hot chocolate from 
Caf-Fez in Bunbury.

15. ROLLING IN THE 
STREET
Bunbury’s vibrant food truck scene is 
a bit of an enigma. But when the 
apparition comes to life, it should not 
be missed. Twice a year the Bunbury 
Food Truck Fiesta pops-up and 
introduces the city to a world of 
different ethnic foods that you just 
can’t find in restaurants. Follow their 
Facebook page to be in the action.

16. GO VEGO
You will not have to travel far to find 
a café in the #BG that offers a vego 
option. But, Bunbury’s Natural 
Temptation has long been lauded for 
its array of vegetarian options. Try 
comfort-food dishes from its menu, and 
you’ll see that vegetables can be just as 
delicious as any meat dish. 

Feel like a burger binge – venture to 
Paddy’s Patties on the Leschenault 
Inlet (think roasted garlic mushrooms, 
Swiss cheese, balsamic onions, 
rocket, roasted red capsicum, home-
made mayo, and pickle) or visit the 
Taste of Balingup in Balingup.

Yours or Mine, in Victoria Street, 
Bunbury is renowned for its melt-
in-your-mouth meat, so you will be 
surprised they host regular Veggo Feast 
– see Facebook for announcements. 

Mayde Health Nutrition Bar, hidden 
in suburbia at Parks Shopping Centre, 
makes the best vegan chocolate 
muffins, and The Plant Organic Café 
is the place to go for raw vegan 
cheesecake – yum.

17. EAT WHILE 
EXPANDING YOUR 
BUSINESS PROWESS
Leading creative business, The Perth 
Collective has collaborated with cool 
cat, Cafe 140 to bring a Social Media 
Workshop plus long-table-lunch to 
Bunbury on the 18 September. Learn 
how Nikki grew her small business to 
more than 60,000 followers in two 
years. Only 20 tickets!

#BG

Opposite: The Townhouse
Above: Squid @ Market Eating House
Nikki Milne, Wagon 537
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Now That’s A Cake

18. GET ALL YOUR FAVOURITE TREATS 
IN ONE PLACE
You know all those artisan sweet treats that pepper your Instagram feed 
and fire up your appetite. With a five-star rating on Tripadvisor and 
Facebook, Lady Marmalade, in the quaint village of Kirup is a delectable 
coffee and cake shop fast gaining fame. Affectionately renowned as the 
Sweetest stop in the South West, each week owner Lynlee Rutten, adorns 
a generous oak table with macaroons, cakes, slices, scones and her biggest 
seller – lemon meringue cake.  

Life is sweet; very, very sweet at Taffys on Bunbury’s Waterfront. Where 
else in the South West can you enjoy watching Salt-Water Taffy, that 
American seaside sweet sensation, being pulled and wrapped the 
old-fashioned way? From there, it’s a short trip into your mouth.
We insist you try the chocolate truffles too!

19. SATISFY YOUR 
DONUT FETISH
Round and oh so yummy. Happy Circle 
Donuts in Collie is oozing – quite literally – with 
decadence. #BG recommends their brown 
butter and caramelised pecan donut…or the 
lemon custard is also donut perfection. They sell 
out fast so pre-order this week’s favourite donut 
via Facebook. For a more rounded version of 
deliciousness, visit Bunbury’s Bread and Butter 
Wood Fire Bakery for organic and hand rolled 
donuts filled with all things delicious. Make 
sure you pick up an organic wood fired loaf with 
homemade butter while you are there.

20. LONG TABLE LUNCH @ 
OAKWAY ESTATE
Turn moments into memories at Oakway 
Estate’s Mediterranean Fusion Spring Long 
Table Lunch. Venture to this gorgeous 
Donnybrook winery for a chef-created gourmet 
degustation matched perfectly with Oakway 
Estate wines on Sunday 15 October.

21. FIND YOUR MOJO AND 
DINE IN A SEA CONTAINER
Mojo’s mod-Oz fare and gourmet pub-grub are 
best eaten within their street-side sea container 
while gazing at passers going by, and topping up 
a glass of Talisman Arida Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rose. The Bunbury restaurant has one of the 
biggest wine lists in the region, including local 
Geographe wines, museum wines from their 
cellar and a range of French and European 
surprises. Two young sommeliers, Jake Atkinson 
and Samuel Sauvetre (affectionately known as 
the Wog and the Frog) oversee the selection. 

At the other end of Victoria Street, Café 140 
also relishes container dining in spring, or stay 
indoors and take a swing (literally) at the cool 
window bar.

22. MEET THE 
EXCITING NEW KIDS 
ON THE BLOCK
Finicky foodies don’t be put off by its suburban 
location. Opening in September, Small’s Bar will 
chance the face of dining in Eaton with a team 
drooling in talent. 

Chefs Nigel Harvey (previously of Voyager 
Estate) and Luke Wakefield (The Farmer’s Place, 
near Geelong), and past Little Creatures Bar 
Manager, Michael Bovell are presently roaming 
the region for the best of the best local 
produce to showcase in their new venture. 
Think shared food, craft beer, amazing wine, 
and cocktails. Try it before the hordes arrive.

Not far away, in The Village Australind, is the 
recently opened Benesse Australind. The sister 
store of the highly-successful Benesse Bunbury, 
it has gorgeous interiors by MERGE design and 
Ergoline Commercial Furniture. Start your 
weekend oh so badly, but oh so right with their 
Boston Waffles.

23. DRUM UP THE 
EXCITEMENT
Drum up your friends and drum up an appetite 
for a fun night of African-inspired food paired 
with Barton Jones wine. On the 9 September, 
Barton Jones Winery will host an African 
Drumming 4 Course Dinner at their stunning 
property near Donnybrook. Experience first-
hand the fun of reating music with dindindi 
drums while indulging in a fantastic menu from 
a local South African-born chef.

24. THE BEST OF THE BEST 
IN THE GEOGRAPHE
Discerning locals love anything organised by the talented Jo O’Dea. 
On Sunday 29 October, join Jo, and the fabulous crew from 
Market Eating House, for a wonderful spring lunch in one of 
Bunbury’s special little parks. Devour three sensation courses 
matched award-winning wines from the recent Geographe and WA 
Alternative Varieties Wine Show

25. A DEGUSTATION IN THE VINEYARD
Low key, a little arty, beautiful surrounds, and delectable food sum 
up Hackersley Estate. In a cute cottage overlooking a lake with 
cows grazing in the background, Aaron and Arie Devitt serve up a 
sensational five-course degustation. The menu changes every seven 
weeks – think amuse bouche; lamb fillet, piccalilli, curry, wild rice; 
cod, beetroot, potato, feta, horseradish, lime; beef, kohlrabi, 
mushroom, eggplant, honey, coriander; and pear, caramel ginger, 
cardamom, apple, Baileys  – matched with wine. Start with a glass 
of Verdelho, but finish with the Merlot (a #BG favourite). Between 
courses chill out on the lake’s grassy bank with a drink in hand.

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FOODIES

Opposite: Lady Marmalade & Market Eating House
This Page: Luke @ Small’s Bar, Benesse Australind
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Most of us have yet to uncover the produce delights of #BG! 
This is real ‘paddock to plate’ country with a plethora of farm fresh and 
organic options.

There is no excuse to eat mass-produced eggs in #BG - Runnymeade Farm 
pasture eggs in Binningup, Boyanup Free Range Eggs, Blue Tractor Farm 
Pastured Eggs in Glen Mervyn (near Donnybrook), and Crackleberries 
biodynamic free-range eggs in Noggerup are just a few of the delicious 
options.

Fill your picnic basket with freshly baked bread from… well, almost 
anywhere (#BG favourite is Bunbury’s Bread and Butter Woodfired 
Bakery - they supply most of the best cafes in the region, so we 
reckon they know a thing or two about a good loaf), serve it with oil from 
Stratham Valley Farm Olive Oil or Capel’s Goccia d’Oro, throw in some 
Preston Valley Olives, Harvey Cheese St Duke’s Blue, Ferguson Falls 
Parmesan, some apples from Sam Licciardello Orchard 1 Sixty in 
Donnybrook, and Fat Hippo chutney. Serve it with a bottle of Geographe 
wine – now that’s a perfect picnic.

In a rush - head to the Bunbury Farmers Market. This place is 
legendary; so much so, many Perth ‘golden-triangle’ residents travel the 
two-hour drive to shop. The produce here – much of it sourced from 
surrounding farms – is mostly organic and explodes with flavour. Grab 
gourmet pies, handmade soups, the most amazing local and French 
cheeses, hand-pressed juices to go, and oh so much more. 

And remember, you can’t claim true local or visitor status until you’ve 
enjoyed succulent Harvey beef from, of course, Harvey Beef.

PADDOCK 
TO PLATE 
PRODUCE26

27. DISCOVER THE WHO’S WHO OF THE 
GEOGRAPHE WINE REGION
The Geographe Wine Show is Western Australia’s leading 
alternative wine show. First held in 2002, the show has 
become a prestigious annual opportunity for local wine 
producers to benchmark against the industry. Judging starts 
on 20 September led by Tim White of the Australian Financial 
Review. The event culminates in a celebratory Gala Dinner 
with a  three-course meal, a tasting of all entered wines and a 
jazz trio to get the toes tapping. Grab a ticket to this must do 
event at The Cube, Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre 
on Friday, 22 September. 

28. BECOME A WINE MASTER
As part of the Geographe Wine Show, expand your taste buds 
at a Wine Masterclass. On the 21 September, learn about the 
intricacies of Grenache or Shiraz. You’ll get to sip lots of 
fabulous wine and receive a free Plumm wine glass for your 
troubles – what’s not to love!

DRINKUP

WHO DOESN’T LOVE 
A TIPPLE OR TWO? 
From much-lauded 
vineyards, hip small bars 
and innovative product creators, 
the #BG will wet your whistle.

29. TASTE GREAT TEMPRANILLO
St Aidan Wines in the beautiful Ferguson Valley invite you 
to the fifth annual Great Tempranillo Tasting on Saturday 2 
September. Compare and contrast 18 top Tempranillos from 
across the world - six from the Geographe region, six from the 
rest of Australia and six from its origin – Spain. Blind taste and 
see what you discover. Finish the day off with a sumptuous 
Spanish Tapas lunch.

30.  GSM –LEARN ABOUT THE NEW 
WINE BUZZ WORD
Bakkheia’s Annual GSM Masterclass is back due to popular 
demand – 7 October, at their winery near Lowden. It’s time to 
blend some Grenache, Shiraz and Mourvedre from their 
2017 vintage. Tickets also include awesome Bakkheia Wines 
‘tucker’ and hours of entertainment.

31. TRACK DOWN A BREWERY
From waterside locations to stunning hill vistas, the #BG can 
satisfy the most ardent brewery drinker. In the Ferguson 
Valley, check out the Wild Bull Brewery, a favourite with 
mountain-bike riders due to its proximity to the Mount 
Lennard Trails.  Not far away, Moody Cow is a hit with 
families; parents relax on the deck while their kids run wild on 
the expanses of grass fields. A little further north is Harris 
River Estate. This winery and microbrewery near Collie serves 
up beer with quirky names such as Partners in Crime (named 
after the two dogs that call this beautiful property home).  
Keep heading north to Old Coast Road Brewery for beers 
amongst the olive trees. Another winery, trying their hand at 
beer brewing with great results is Oakway Estate 
near Donnybrook. Or grab a plate of fish and 
chips and a Guv’Nor Pale Ale 
at Mash Brewing in Bunbury’s 
Waterfront.

Opposite: Crackleberries 
This Page: Ferguson Valley, PerthAustralia.com
Geographe Wine Region
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32. CHECK OUT 
BUNBURY’S SMALL 
BAR SCENE
The Sala Wine Lounge & Kitchen is 
proof that Bunbury has come a long 
way. The old maritime warehouse store 
is now a cosy 1920s prohibition-themed 
bar with a sensational bespoke cocktail 
list and OMG tapas (plus a bit more). 
The lamb shanks melt in your mouth, 
and the freshly shucked oysters 
match perfectly with the Pear-Vanilla 
Caprioska. The Pink sour beer is also a 
must try. So popular, expansion is on 
the books for this venue.  

Lost Bills is a badass, tiny bar (their 
words) with a banging craft-beer list, 
eclectic spirits, and some damn good 
wine. In the evening, cool live music is 
regularly on offer.

Small bar, come restaurant, Yours or 
Mine serves incredible South American 
food with an eclectic wine list, craft 
beer and a knock your socks off 
espresso martinis. Devour pulled 
pork tacos, grilled marron with 
chimichurri or, once again, we 
recommend saying ‘yes please’ to the 
Feed Me menu option.

Further, along Victoria Street, The Rose 
Hotel is your ultimate gastro-pub 
(you can stay the night too). Set in a 
beautiful 150-year-old building, The 
Rose is a Bunbury institution with 
after work, Friday night drinks in their 
Garden Bar or spilling onto the footpath 
a local tradition.

33. G&T’S ALL ROUND
What are you drinking, if you’re not 
drinking gin? It’s the hottest spirit at 
the moment. Old Coast Road Distillery 
& Brewery in Harvey has released a 
range of three glorious gins. You can 
buy online, but we recommend visiting 
the distillery in person to get the full 
experience. On Sunday afternoons, sit 
back and chill out to tunes from artists 
including Jasmine Atkins, Mim Fitze, Ian 
Cocker and Frank Longo.

34. TAKE A TONIC 
After drinking your way through the 
#BG, may we suggest a Super Tonic by 
the Wild Vinegar Company! Their 
tonics are known as “tinctures” 
which draw the natural goodness of 
the ingredients into the liquid, making 
it one incredible drop - raw infused, 
unfiltered and unpasteurised. The Wild 
Vinegar company is one of the first of 
its kind in Australia located in a hip, old 
mechanic’s shop in Bunbury’s east.

ADVENTURE 
COUNTRY
The Geographe is indisputably adventure country, 
courtesy its rugged landscapes of ranges, valleys, 
dams, rivers and remote beaches. The  experience 
means that adventure moments are authentic and 
available to anyone...

This Page: Lost Bills, Old Coast Road Distillery 
and Wild Vinegar Co
Opposite: Elements State Road Race
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35. FOR THOSE WHO 
JUST WANT TO TAG 
ALONG IN THE SAND
Love to drive, hate to navigate? Yep, 
we can do without those arguments 
that make you dream of ejecting your 
spouse onto the side of the road. 
Happily, there are some incredible 4WD 
Tag-A-Long tours with Explore WA that 
alleviate the stress and leave you with 
the serenity. Check out their Blackwood 
adventures in October.

Instead of a road, take the beach. #BG 
has miles of untouched beach that still 
allow a bit of four-wheel action and 
adventue. Go before the summer 
crowds overtake the white stretches of 
endless sand.

37. THREE WAYS TO GET ON A HIGH 
OR GO DOWN LOW
Get on a high with a Scenic Flight with the Bunbury Aero Club - it’s a guaranteed boast-worthy trip. And 
you can design your own flight plan.

Have a truly memorable undersea experience, diving on Lena Ship Wreck with Octopus Garden Dive 
Charters. You may get the chance to plant a kiss on a passing fish. 

Or, take fun to the highest level at Forest Adventures in the Ludlow Tuart Forest near Capel. Explore 
towering Tuart trees from 18 metres above ground, with an adventure ropes course and more than 500 
metres of flying foxes.

36. FROM SURF TO SURF
With a course that takes in the 
fantastic views of the Bunbury Back 
Beach, Wyalup-Rocky Point, and 
Lighthouse, the Bunbury Surf to Surf 
Fun Run is one of the most scenic 
running races in the South West. On 
Sunday 15 October, there is no excuse 
for not participating with a plethora of 
options, including The Corporate and 
Club Challenge 5km run, Fast 5 Schools 
Challenge 5 m run, 5km walk, 
2, 5 & 10km runs and a 21.1km half 
marathon run. In celebration of this 
iconic event’s 40th year, all participants 
will receive a special medal. We are all 
winners – yeah!

ENDLESS BEACHES
Instead of a road, take the beach. 

#BG has miles of untouched beach 

that still allow a bit of four-wheel 

action. Go before the crowds 

overtake the white stretches 

of endless sand.

Wild Touring on a Preston Point to Mylaup Beach run.

The Lena: Amanda D Blanksby for Octopus Garden Dive Charters

Bunbury Surf to Surf. 
Image: City of Bunbury 
Surf Life Saving Club
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The horseriding leg of the 
Blackwood Marathon, 
Donnybrook-Bridgetown 
Mail.

Opposite: True Grit. 2016 
True Gritters - Kristen 
Mucciacciaro, Rachael 
Mondello, Alex Coe and 
James Coe.

38. BE AN ADVENTURE RACER

Can you do it all? The Collie 
Adventure Race is a multi-staged relay 
race consisting of a canoe leg, mountain 
bike ride, swim, road bike ride and run. 
Over the weekend of 14 - 15 October 
competitors will challenge it out in the 
Collie River Valley, starting and finishing 
around the picturesque Minninup Pool.

39. GET SOME TRUE GRIT
Try your endurance and skills on a military-inspired 
obstacle challenge in Newlands, via Kirup on 28 - 29 
October. With separate events held across Australia, 
True Grit has a loyal following of dedicated ‘gritters’ 
determined to tackle the 10-12kms course with 
30+ obstacles.

40. Find Your Way
On Sunday 10 September, navigate your way around 
Evedon Park Bush Retreat in the Ferguson Valley with 
South West Orienteering Trekkers. It’s a beautiful place to 
get a little lost!

41. TACKLE THE ULTIMATE
MARATHON #BG STYLE
The Blackwood Marathon is legendary in Western 
Australia. Since 1979, thousands of competitors have 
strived to tackled this unique event – horse riding, 
running, swimming, canoeing and swimming from Boyup 
Brook to Bridgetown along the beautiful Blackwood River. 
On 28 October, they are at it again. Don’t miss this 
ultimate test of endurance and skill.

42. Because sometimes four feet 
IS better than two
Take a load off and swing into a saddle at Harris River 
Estate. Lovely horses, incredible scenery, and restorative 
high country mountain air. Our favourite is the half-day 
tour with a long table lunch.

 

CHALLENGE YOURSELFCHALLENGE 
YOURSELF
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43. RIDE THE FOREST
The #BG is quickly becoming a hub for whirling 
MTB groups. The existing single tracks and the Munda 
Biddi Trail are already hot spots for adventurers on 
two-wheels (Ed note - runners love it too), but the new 
Arklow Trail near Collie will add an extra experience to 
your weekend capers and have  mountain bikers 
eagerly donning their helmets.

Want more? Head a little further east to Ray’s Trail. 
Afterwards, trek 100 metres to Harris River Estate 
Winery & Brewery.

Don’t have gear? Hire a bike from the Kiosk in the 
Dam in the Wellington National Park and tackle the 
nearby Mount Lennard Tracks or pick up a bike at 
CranknCycles in Collie where the guys know everything 
there is about bikes and the trails around Collie. A little 
further south in Lowden, MTB guru’s Cycletrek will also 
hire you a bike to tackle their trails through beautiful 
Jarrah Forest. 

44. ROAD RACE 
THROUGH THE VALLEY

Road race through the valley in the Ferguson Valley Classic, part of the Elements Road Series, 
on Sunday 24 September. Get ready to climb with around 1500-1600 metres of ascent over 119 kms; 

making it one of the most challenging events in the cycling series. 

Then check out the action at the 40km Team Time Trial from the Wild Bull Brewery, 
because mixing booze and bikes can surely never be a bad idea!

The Elements Road Series - Ferguson Valley Classic

Image Above: Anklow Trail by Trails WA

46. QUARY CAPERS
Abseil down Wellington Dam 
Quary, an amphitheatre of sheer walls 
of solid granite up to 20 metres high. 
Marvel at the massive expanse of water 
and surrounding forest as you descend.  
Or put on your climbing gear and take 
an ascent approach. (Note bookings and fees 

apply).

Image Below: Michelle Foong - Abseiling at Wellington Dam Quary. See her blog, 
michellefoong.com for more extraordianry images. 

45. PADDLE AWAY
Pick a dam! There are so many to 
choose from in the #BG. Start your 
canoeing adventure at Lake Brockman 
or Logue Brook Dam near Harvey. 
For a pleasant day’s flatwater paddle 
surrounded by bush and farmland, visit 
the Harvey Weir. 

Canoeing and kayaking in the 
Wellington National Park offer 
something for everyone, whether its 
tranquil tree-lined stretches of the 
Wellington Dam or the most lively 
sections of the Collie River. Other places 
to take a paddle include Stockton Dam, 
Minninup Pool (a #BG favourite spot), 
Black Diamond Lake, and Glen Mervyn 
Dam.

If river paddling is more your style, the 
Honeymoon Pool Kayak Trail is a 3km 
loop perfect for tackling in a weekend.  
Or hire canoes in Boyup Brook and 
venture along the majestic Blackwood 
River.

47. Understand what 
it’s like to Walk Miles 
& Miles
The Bibbulmun Track has long since 
been an Australian MUST DO hiking 
experience. Taking you through the 
regions of Harvey, Collie, Donnybrook 
and down to Balingup over four to 
five days (depending on your level of 
fitness)...it’s your pack, stunning 
surrounds, and a lot of alone time with 
your thoughts. 

A RIVER THAT RUNS FOR MILES
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FOR FLOWER POWER
This area has the greatest na-
tive plant diversity anywhere 
in Australia and 80% of the 
plant species found here occur 
nowhere else in the world.

42. BG in Wildflower Bloom
WA surely has one of the most 
spectacular wildflower seasons 

IN BLOOM

47. WILDFLOWER WONDER
WA surely has one of the most spectacular wildflower seasons in the country, and the 
#BG offers a full helping of flower power. While spring is a great time to visit the region 
for flowers, they are normally at their best from late September through to early 
November. Wildflowers in the Jarrah forest are best enjoyed by leaving your car, so get 
out and explore. One look at a rare orchid and you’ll be compelled to snap away.

Find the best blooms in the hills and valleys, but if you’re short on time, you don’t need to go 
far to Bunbury’s Manea Park, home to more than 30 species of orchids. Grab a Blooming in 
Bunbury map for more great spots near the City.

In the Ferguson Valley, the Forest Path at Crooked Brook is a hidden jewel for those with limited 
mobility, providing easy access to an area of natural bushland. The path features interpretive 
signage about the flora and fauna and plenty of bench seats. Further displays can be found 
nearby at the Wellington Discover Forest.

In Collie, a walk along the Karak Red Trail starting from the cemetery provides an abundant 
display of stunning wildflowers. The Bibbulmun Track from Mornington Road to Patstone Road 
is another wildflower hotspot in the region.

If you are heading southeast from Capel towards Donnybrook along Goodwood Road, it’s worth 
stopping at the picturesque Ironstone Gully Falls picnic area. From there, Donnybrook is one 
of the top places in WA to see thousands of Kangaroo Paws. For the best viewing point, #BG 
recommends taking the Sandhills Walk Trail.

The Blackwood Valley region is one of the most biodiverse floral regions in the world, boasting 
some species unique to the area. In spring, you can drive around all day and rarely see a field 
that is not flush with flowers. When in Balingup, don’t miss a trip the Racecourse Flora Reserve. 

From Blue Tinsel Lily to White Spider Orchid, you will find it in the Harvey Hills region, with 
Korijekup Conservation Park (off Morton Road) a #BG wildflower favourite place.

Boyup Brook is excellent country for orchids with the nearby Condinup Reserve one of the 
best viewing areas. 

48. Be Guided THROUGH THE FLOWERS
Found yourself walking aimlessly through the forest? It’s time to ask for advice and the #BG 
Visitor Centres are ‘full bottle’ on the best wildflower locations across the region. Drop in and 
say hi. Plus, from the 6-8 October, the Collie Visitor Centre will be blooming with a big display 
of local flora.

Need more? As part of Art on Abel (23-25 September), the Boyup Brook Visitor Centre is 
running guided wildflower walks twice a day at 11am and 2pm. Promote Preston Valley also 
hosts regular wildlife walks. Speak to the Donnybrook Visitor Centre for deets.

For total immersion, book a two-night Bibbulmun Walking Break (see www.bibbulmuntrack.
org.au) in the Collie River Valley or the Blackwood Valley.

Image: Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages
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49. SEE FRUIT 
BLOSSOM SPRING TO LIFE
Donnybrook comes alive in spring with trees of magnificent apple blossom. 
October is #BG’s favourite time of year. And, you don’t have to look hard to 
find it with the entrance to Donnybrook awash with trees in bloom.

50. TAKE TIME TO SMELL THE ROSES
If you relish the odd rose bloom or two or three, take a tour through 
Collie this spring. Pick up a guide from the Collie Visitor Centre for the best 
viewing spots in the region.

51. Open Garden Enchantment
If you have a green thumb or dream to grow one, don’t miss a once a 
year opportunity to visit some spectacular gardens in the Ferguson Valley,  
21-22 October.  From pretty cottage gardens to others on a spectacularly 
grand scale, the Ferguson Valley Open Garden weekend will enchant your 
senses and provide endless gardening inspiration. 

41. OPEN GARDEN ENCHANTMENT

If you have a green thumb or dream to grow one, don’t miss a once 
a year opportunity to visit some spectacular gardens in the Ferguson 
Valley,  21-22 October.  From pretty cottage gardens to others on a 
spectacularly grand scale, the Ferguson Valley Open Garden Weekend 
with enchant your senses and provide endless gardening inspiration. 

CALLING NATURE  NUTURERS 
It’s time to shake off your winter layers, leave your doona 
behind and venture out into BG’s beautiful outdoors. 
#BG is a special place; an area recognised as one of 
25 global biodiversity locations, encompassing rare 
Tuart Forrest and much more. 

52. A Hopping Good Time
If meeting a friendly kangaroo is on your bucket list, pay a visit to the Bunbury Wildlife Park 
or head out to Wellington Mills Food, Wine & Cottages. Trust us; these marsupials love the attention!
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Opposite: City of Bunbury
This Page: Ferguson Farmstay. Roses in fron to the historic 
Church of England in Collie by Deonne Kirk @ CLICK
Donnybrook Apple Blossom by Helly Peacock, Redbubble
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54. FOLLOW AN ANCIENT RIVER SYSTEM
Swim in natural pools, fall asleep under the stars to the sounds 
of teeming birdlife and have all round-life-altering experience. The 
river systems of the Geographe are ancient, majestic bodies, with the 
Blackwood River and Collie River two of the biggest and best.

55. Try Bush Food in the City
Taste black apples straight from the tree and wash your hands with 
foaming wattle leaves on an Aboriginal Heritage Tour. Local Noongar 
Tour guide, Troy Bennell has made sure the tours are in-depth and 
honour his Indigenous heritage.

56. From the Southern Most Point 
in the Country
Be it sunrise, sunset or moonlight, Bunbury’s Mangrove Walk is a truly 
spectacular way to stretch your legs. The mangroves are a freak 
occurrence and the southernmost mangroves in Western Australia. 

57. Cruise with Dolphins
Dolphins are incredible creatures. Put a smile on your face with a 
1.5 hour Dolphin Eco Cruise within Koombana Bay. The vessel provides 
an excellent viewing platform designed to get you as close as possible to 
the dolphins and say ‘hi to flipper’, without getting your feet wet. 
Bunbury is home to an array of Bottlenose dolphins that spend their days 
- frolicking, playing, sleeping and feeding.  Not a bad life!

58. Hug a Giant Jarrah Tree
Hidden in the depths of the Harris River State Forrest, near 
Brunswick Junction is Hadfield – the largest Jarrah tree in 
Australia! Listed on the National Tree Register, this highly 
significant tree is more than 10 metres in circumference. 

For something a little more accessible, visit the King Jarrah 
Tree in Wellington National Park. This majestic Jarrah tree is 
one of the tallest in the region and estimated to be between 
300 and 500 years old. Standing about 36 metres tall, it has 
survived bush fires, storms, lighting and insect attack. 
Afterwards, head off on a walk through beautiful gum forests 
to shake out your limbs. 

59. THE ONE THAT’LL SEND YOUR INSTA-LIKES SKYROCKETING
Rated as one of WA’s Top 10 Instagram spots, a trip to Black Diamond Lake 
near Collie is a must with its vibrant, crystal clear blue waters creating a photo 
frenzy. Black Diamond was formerly an open cut mine site that ceased operation 
in the 1950s – so check the water quality before diving in! Otherwise, it’s perfect 
for a dip, SUP, canoeing and kayaking. The lake has also become extremely 
popular with visitors bringing inflatable floats, because who wouldn’t want to 
simply lay back and enjoy the beauty?

Image: Blogger Annabel Claire - learn more at annabel-claire.com

53. THE SECRET 
NUMBAT FOREST

A truly remarkable spot, Perup 
Nature’s Guesthouse is a hideout for 
the endangered Numbat, ring-tail and 
brushtrail possums, bilbies, quenda, 
woylies and chuditch. Sitting within the 
Tone-Perup Nature Reserve; 
56,000 ha of native forest the 
Guesthouse includes two cottages, 
group accommodation for 50, and a 
homestead kitchen, with no tv or wifi. 
At night, go spotlighting for rare native 
animals or star gaze away. The reserve 
is also home to over 600 species of 
native plants, many of which are unique 
to the upper Warren area.  If you’re a 
keen botanist, you will be in botanical 
heaven.

Below: Perup Nature’s Guest House and Dolphin 
Discovery Centre Eco Cruises, King Jarrah Tree in 
the Wellington National Park
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Enjoy the beautiful warm weather at one of these spring festivals celebrating local  

towns, villages, and city with music, food and more! Whether you love eating and 

drinking beers in the sunshine, listening to live music at one of the best #BG parks 

or checking out some incredible outdoor art, there’s a festival for you.

61. Witness the Burning of the Bull
Come for the sights, sounds, tastes and fun, and stay for the evening! The Dardanup Bull 
& Barrel Festival, October 7 will fire your imagination. Celebrate the arts, enjoy the tastes 
of Ferguson Valley in the big marquee on the oval, shake it to non-stop music on the Cristal 
stage, and for a bit of fun, you can cheer on your goat in the goat races. And of course, you 
can’t miss the thrill of the burning of the bull in the evening.  

62. Go FESTIV Arty 
Celebrating art and culture, Festiv Arty (previously the Griffin Festival of the Arts) kicks off on 
8 September in Collie with 10 big days of family fun. Check out the massive street fair, laugh 
at the talent show, learn more at the writers’ festival and marvel at the huge art competition. 
There is a diverse range of categories in the art competition, including painting, mixed media, 
scrapbook, photography, woodwork, ceramics, sculpture, mosaics and textiles, with special 
categories for youth arts, crafts, emerging artists and ‘out-of-town’ artists. Collie Art Gallery 
will be a major venue for the festival as it was last year. Works will be on display at the gallery 
from the 8 September to 1 October 2017. Culture-vultures don’t miss this great event! 

63. It’s All About Gourmet Wine & Food
Food and wine lovers, spend the day at the Donnybrook Food & Wine Festival on 
25 November. Taste award-winning wines and then pad the stomach with the best 
Donnybrook produce so you don’t get too wine-sloshed. There will be live entertainment 
and lots of fun activities for the kids. Head to the Donnybrook Amphitheatre to catch on the 
fun – it’s free! 

64. Be part of the PRIDE! 
Pridefest Bunbury celebrates diversity in regional Australia and offers a bevy of ways you 
can show solidarity. Don’t miss the diverse entertainment, live art and great food available at 
the Food-truck Rumble. It’s a ‘loads of fun’ family event, with a serious message. Saturday, 
November 4, 2017 at the Graham Bricknell Music Shell. 

We all know spring is the season for garden parties and picnics, and it’s 
hard to think of a green space more perfect for a family-friendly, booze-
filled (mmm, should you say that in the same sentences?) afternoon than 
the Golden Valley Tree Park. 

Take in the fairytale–like botanical scenery while sipping glasses of local 
wine and listening to tunes at the annual Golden Valley Tree Park Spring 
Picnic, Saturday 15 October.  

In it’s 37th year, this is a true community event which celebrates this 
stunning arboretum, the arts, the environment and spring. 

As always, the entertainment is diverse, featuring live music, maypole 
dancing, pony rides, tug-o-war and a spectacular, crackling bonfire to 
finish off the night. 

You can BYO your own picnic or BBQ supplies, but we suggest 
you sample fabulous produce and wine at the 
local stalls. 

This is one of the most beautiful 
parks in Australia, and the event 
the perfect way to experience it.

DRESS CODE = 
FIND YOUR INNER HIPPIE!

PARTY 
IN THE 
PARK60

BE A BIT FESTIVE IN THE #BG

Opposite: Golden Valley Tree Park 
Spring Picnic.
This Page: Dardanup Bull & 
Barrell Festival (Bunbury Mail), 
Donnybrook Food & Wine
(Donnybrook-Bridgetown Mail)



28 29

65 .  Yeehaw Grandma – it ’s  Rodeo Time
Throw on your cowboy boots and head to the annual Harvey Dickson Rodeo Weekend - 
27 to 29 October. Held at the incredible (you have to see this place to believe it) Boyup Brook 
Country Music Centre located on an historic farm near Boyup Brook. Witness the action and bravery of 
a Full Point Rodeo, get your line dancing boggie on with live music, devour a straight from the paddock 
steak burger and much more. This is one for the Bucket List folks!

66. Get Spring Racing Fever
Head trackside for Spring Racing across the #BG. October 14 heralds the season opening at the 
Bunbury Turf Club. Join the Punters Lounge for VIP access and complementary beverages to sip. The 
horse-racing action continues on 28 October at the Collie Cup. A seat in the corporate tent is a must 
with entertainment, fabulous finger food and much more all afternoon. 

Cannot make it to Melbourne? Celebrate Melbourne Cup at Bunbury Turf Club, Tuesday 7 November,  
in the Diamond Chimes Marquee. It’s the place to be a with a four-course lunch matched with Capel 
Vale Wines and a winemaker on hand to discuss the wine selections.

One for the Bucket List

Harvey Disckson Rodeo, 
Double Barrel 
Entertainment 

Bunbury Turf Club, The 
Westpix
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67 SEE THE BIG SHOTS SLAMMIN’
See the Perth Wildcats take on the Adelaide 36s at Eaton 
Recreation Reserve on 1 September. This is basketball at its 
best. Come along for a family fun night and see the stars of this 
year’s team up close as the Wildcats start the journey towards 
three championships in a row.

68 A HOLE IN ONE
The best golfers around will descend on Capel Golf Course on 
23 - 24 September for the Capel 3000. Get out your sticks and 
start swinging.

FOR THE BEST SPORTING ACTION
The people of the #BG are obsessed 
(in a good way) with sport. We can confidently say,  there’s not a weekend that goes by where the region is not hosting an event or two. 
Here are some of the best!

69. ALL THINGS MOTORSPORT
Come and see for yourself, Collie’s passion for all things 
motorsports during the Collie Motorcycle Festival. On 
Friday, 22 September hundreds of Ulysses Club members 
will begin to arrive in Collie, setting up camp and enjoying 
the hospitality and live entertainment on at three local 
pubs on Saturday night. 

Test & Tuned Day - The Historic Competition Motorcycle 
Club is getting warmed up for its State Championships at 
the Collie Motorplex with a test and tune day from 9am on 
Saturday. Come and check out the action on the track, with 
free entry for spectators. 

Sunday’s program includes a 32-kilometre motorcycle 
procession through the town. 

70. GIVE HIM A FATHER’S DAY 
HE’LL ACTUALLY ENJOY

Get active on Father’s Day at the Father’s Day Fun Run. Two events to keep it simple – blokes 
like that – either one or two laps around Big Swamp Wildlife Reserve in Bunbury. Everyone’s 
welcome, as long as you’re male!  

Next, head to a special Father’s Day lunch across the region. Our favourite picks include 
Evedon Park Bush Retreat’s Father’s Day Lunch, where dads will be treated to a three-course 
country roast buffet and then have the opportunity to fish for red finned perch in their 
stunning lake. Now that’s man heaven!

If four wheels and lots of noise is more your dad’s style, take him to the Collie Motorplex for 
their Father’s Day Burnouts event. He’ll be grinning from ear-to-ear, and it’s so much better 
than socks. 

For true dad-time indulgence, send him to the Gentleman’s Sunday - Smoked Meats and 
Peated Whiskies @ Lost Bills. Lost Bill’s believe dads seem to get better with age - kinda like 
a fine whiskey. In celebration of everything that dads do for us Lost Bills is hosting a closed-
door event on Father’s Day. Opening the event @ 1pm with a whiskey masterclass with booze 
maestro Bill Bewsher. Leading into a whiskey and cured meats pairing, then kicking off the 
afternoon with a delicious whiskey based cocktail and live music from Scott Bassham. 

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE BLOKES

Opposite: Evedon Park Bush Retreat,
Bunbury’s Father’s Day Fun Run, Bunbury 
Runners Club, Lost Bills
This Page: Collie Motorcycle Festival
Wildcats, abc.net.au



32 33

S

H

O

P

P

I

N

G

F O R  T H E 
S H O P P I N G
O B S E S S E D 
T R A V E L L E R 

Shop like a FASHION INSIDER 
with a bit of retail therapy. 

71. FORGET MAINSTREAM, SEEK BOUTIQUE 
STORES BRIMMING WITH STYLE

Bunbury’s Victoria Street is full of little boutique stores that are big on style. Start at Sabotage; 
you’re destined to do some damage here, with leading Australian labels. 

Nearby, Life and Soul Boutique has some of our favourite brands, as well as talented up-and-coming 
designers to discover. Seek out their collection of Me-I-Me (meime.com.au) jewellery - Canadian born, 
now Bunbury local, Heloise Fitzpatrick makes superb architecturally influenced designer pieces.

Just off Victoria Street, Essence Bunbury is also worth a visit. Next door, men aren’t forgotten at 
Brooklyn for Men which stocks everything from a Jimmy Stuart blazer to NanaJudy street wear.

For uber cool vintage finds, 3ciana is the place to go. Unearth pre-loved designer clothing, accessories, 
furniture and gifts.  Source beautiful children’s clothing, gift and toys at Kiss Chasee.

Green Depot is a green jungle in the middle of the CBD. Owner, Kim Rossiter has transformed an old 
workshop into an urban nursery, with a wonderland of green cascading from walls and the ceiling. 
Or trek to the light industrial area to unearth inspiration for inside and out at The Pottery Boutique. 

You’re not done yet - jump in your car and head for the hills. At little gem of a gift shop, White Stones Gifts 
& Homewares in Collie combines understated Scandi-style with exceptional country service. Think Aura by 
Tracie Ellis throw rugs, The Aromatherapy Co Candles, Indus design cushions, Nicole Fendel jewellery, 
Maison linen, Chimi eyeware, Hunter skin products, and Mizzle baby clothes. The nearby, Cheeky Squirrel
is so worth the two-minute leg work to get there.

If you are slightly on the mature side of life (though many items cross the age divide), Donnybrook’s 
Trigzz Boutique will be a fashion find!

Gorgeous Bahru Leather Bags are handcrafted from historic stables on a farm near Peppermint Grove 
Beach. Unfortunately, they don’t sell direct to the public, but you can by direct from source online and 
they occasionally open their gorgeous studio to the public.

Images: Bahru Leather, Sabotage,  
Green Depot and Me I Me
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72 ART IS FASHION
Sponsored by Telstra Perth Fashion Festival and Bunbury Art Connect, 
OMBRE is a collaborative event of diverse, super-stylish performances revealing 
how ART.IS.FASHION. On 16 September, be a VIP art-fashionista as leading and up-
and-coming designers parade their cool threads alongside the rich talents of South 
West performing and visual artists at The Cube, BREC. 

Rounding off the event, an art exhibition of mixed media opening on Saturday 
evening and following as a free event in the Skybar from 10am Sunday 17 
September, joined by live music from local musicians. 

73. TO MARKET, TO MARKET
Markets…where you can linger a little longer over live music, good food and great coffee. 
Pick up some craft, listen to buskers and other live entertainment, and complete your weekly 
produce shop straight from the source - #winning! 

More than 10 weekend markets operate regularly across the #BG. Located in paddocks, 
sprawling gardens and even an old goods shed (that was designed by C Y O’Connor and built 
in 1898), they brim with character and are the perfect way to spend a weekend morning.
See the visitbunburygeographe.com.au for times and deets.

74 DO THE 
DOWNWARD DOG
Unite your mind, body and spirit at a 
Yoga Weekend Retreat with leading Perth 
instructor, Kellie Brett (www.kelliebrett.
com.au). Join Kellie this November for 
a weekend of yoga, contemplation and 
spring nourishment at Peppermint Grove 
Beach. Far away from the daily grind, 
participate in daily yoga classes with 
like minds.  Take time to enjoy the 
natural beauty of the Indian Ocean at your 
doorstep and the Tuart forest at your back 
door – it’s a perfect environment in 
which to deepen your practice and 
understanding of Yoga. Finish the 
weekend with a group lunch – 
you deserve the indulgence. 

75. LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
Join others for an inspiring Light the Night 
Walk along the Bunbury Foreshore. Now 
in its 10th year, Light the Night is a unique 
event bringing Australia’s blood cancer 
community together in more than 100 
locations to remember and reflect during 
a moving ceremony and short 
lantern walk. Bring your family along 
for an evening of live music, kids 
entertainment and a bite to eat before 
the walk.

FOR THE MIND, BODY, OR A GREAT CAUSE

  Life is always crazy, 
so if the opportunity arises

take time out for yourself or others 
– you will feel so much better for it.

Opposite:Kellie Brett, Light the Night
This Page: OMBRE, Bunbury Markets, 
Johanna Resta Photography
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76. CYCLE FOR AWARENESS
On the 15 September, Bunbury will welcome cyclists participating 
in the 2017 ProState Active Perth to Margaret River Cycle. They will 
descend on Bicentennial Square for a well-deserved BBQ before staying 
overnight. Not happy watching; join the team and ride 300km over two 
epic days from Perth to Margaret River.

300KM OVER 
2 EPIC DAYS FROM PERTH, 
THROUGH BUNBURY, 
TO MARGARET RIVER.

Sometimes the journey to a destination is just as much 
about the ride than the sights. 

• Ferguson Valley Road from Dardanup to Lowden – many have travelled the 
start of this road, but we beg you to follow it to the end. 

• Mornington Road from Collie to Harvey – recently bituminised, this road  
provides stunning forest views and picture perfect countryside – say hi to the 
local cows. 

• Goodwood Road from Donnybrook to Capel – it’s the perfect road to see the 
diversity of landscape in the Geographe region, from coastal plains to rolling 
hills. Stop at Ironstone Gully Falls along the way. 

• Balingup Nannup Road from Balingup to Nannup - Rolling green hills,  
grazing lambs, trickling brooks – no, you haven’t time-warped to the English 
countryside. You’ll see all this and more along this scenic route which is  
regularly named as one of the best drives in WA. 

• Upper Capel Road from Donnybrook to Kirup – don’t be put off by the gravel. 
Getting off the beaten track is the best way to see a region, and the views on 
this road won’t disappoint. 

• Coalfields Hwy from Collie to Roelands - it may be a highway but this road  
never ceases to astound. The steep decline rewards you with a fabulous  
panorama of rolling farmland, forests, valleys and a view to the Indian Ocean.

TAKE A DRIVE
6 BUCKET LIST 
ROAD TRIPS80

Opposite: Balingup-Nannup Tourist Drive 
by Scoop.com.au
This Page: Prostate Activie, Nina’s 
Women’s Triathlon

77. WOMEN POWER
Play homage to all things great about being female and kick a few fitness goals too at 
the 12th Nina’s Women’s Only Triathlon on Sunday 12 November. The ‘Have-A-Go’ 
triathlon event is designed for all women ranging in ages 12 years to 70+ wanting to 
become more active or to improve their fitness. For those of us who aren’t exactly fit, 
the event offers a six-week training program to assist participants to achieve their 
personal goals (aka, actually make the finish line!)  

78. BECAUSE CLASSY GIRLS WEAR PEARLS
On September 22, get your best pearls and hat on for a wonderful day of food, fashion, 
fun and bubbles at the Wellington Forest Cottages and Conference Centre. Classy Girls 
Wears Pearls is an annual fundraising event for the South West Women’s Refuge.

79. LOVE WINS
The Love Wins Festival on 14 October is a day powered by organic people who are 
offering their talents and time to support the Making It Count For Catur Fundraiser at 
Moody Cow Brewery, Ferguson Valley. Live entertainment, massage tents, hair & beauty 
tent, raw-food tastings, well-being and life coaching seminars, face painting, African 
drumming workshop and much more.
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